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Art. I, Assurance. 
(Concluded from Page 308. ) 

JI. This assurance is strengthened by Christian experience. 

That Christian assurance is of ‘different degrees of strength, and ads 
mits of increase, is plain from the language of Scripture respecting it. 
There is an “assurance,” and a “full assurance” yea, ‘all riches of 
the full assurance.” Those who plead that assurance is a simple idea, 
incapable of increase or diminution, not only contradict the Scripture, 
and the experience of the saints, but the common feelings of mankind, 
as expressed in all languages. The degree of assurance is greater in 
some than in others, and greater in the same individual at one time than 
atanother. The hopes of the Christian are sometimes very lively and 
strong at the time of his conversion, aud become afterwards fainter and 
more unsteady. Hence the apostle exhorts the believing Hebrews to 
“hold fast the beginning of their confidence and the rejoicing of their 
hope unto the end,” and warns them against “casting away their confi- 
dence.” But, generally speaking, this assurance is progressive, and is 
enjoyed by the Christian in the highest degree at the end of his course, 
when ithas been confirmed by long experience, 

By Christian experience, I refer here immediately to the proofs 
which the believer has derived from his own experience of the grace, 
power, and faithfulness of God in Christ. These are manifold, and a]- 
Ways increasing. Every instance in which a Christian has been enabled 
to perform a duty, to surmount a difficulty, to resist a temptation, to 
mortify a corruption, or support an affliction, tends to increase his as- 
surance. In this sense the apostle says, “ We glory in tribulations also; 
knowing that tribulation worketh patience ; and patience, experience ; and 
experience hope ; and hope maketh not ashamed, because the love of God 
is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost.” He had mentioned 
before as one of the fruits of justification, that believers “ rejoiced in 
hope of the glory of God.” But it might be asked, did not the heavy 
affliction which they suffered, damp their hope? No, says he; on the 
contrary, it is confirmed by the consolations poured into their hearts, 
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by which they are “strengthened unto all patience and long suffor;,, 
with joyfulness.” In a similar strain, he desires the Philippians to y9\° 
encouragement from the firm and undaunted manner in which they hu 
adhered to Christianity. It is to you, he says, “a token of salyarion 
and that of God; for unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ. »: 
ouly to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake.” . 
Christian experience is often appealed to as a proof of the genuine. 
ness of our faith and hope ; and it is so. But there is another lighs ;, 
which it is often presented in Scripture, and that is, as a proof end ce. 
firmation of the divine word and promise, and consequently an encou 
agement to the believer to trust in it with a firmer and more unhesita:. 
ing assurance. Jn this way we find David frequently improving )\ 
experience :—“ The Lord is my strength and my shield: my he; 
trusted in him, and Lam helped; therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth, 
(Ps. xxviii. 7.) This is the burden of the 71st Psalm, which begins 
with a profession of confident hope in God :—“In thee, O Lord do | 
trust ;” and he takes encouragement from the protection and kindness 
which he had experienced from his earliest years, “for thou art my 
hope, O Lord my God; thou art my trust from my youth; by the, 
have I been holden up from the womb.” Thus encouraged, he adds. 
“JT will hope continually, and will vet praise thee more and more. Thou 
who hast showed me great and sore troubles, shalt quicken me again, 
and shalt bring me up again from the depths of the earth.” And yet 
his hope rested properly on the goodness and power of God as pledg 
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by his faithful word: and therefore he says, “1 will praise thee, even thy 
truth, O my God,” or, as he expresses himself in another Psalm, “ Remem.- 
ber the word unto thy servant, upon which thou hast caused me to hope: 





thisis my comfort in my affliction; for thy word hath quickened me.’ 
(Ps. cxix. 49.) We find the apostle of the Gentiles encouraging him- 
self in the same way :—* We trust not in ourselves, but in God which 
raiseth the dead; who delivered us from so great a death, and doth de- 
liver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us.” (2 Cor.i. 9 
“The Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; ana I was delivered 
out of the mouth of the lion. And the Lord shall deliver me from 
every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom. 
(2 Tim. iv. 17.) And the same high ground of consolation he presents 
to those in whom he had seen the fruits of the gospel :—“ Gop ts rairn- 
FuL, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” (1 Cor. i. 9.) The experience of God’s peop 
therefore, though not the ground of their assurance, cannot fail to 
strengthen it. 

There is one view in which the inhabitation of the Spirit, inciuding 
all his operations in the hearts of believers, is represented in Scripture, 
which contributes greatly to their comfort and assurance. He is called 
“ the earnest of the heavenly inheritance,” and his operations are calle 
its “first fruits.” As the first fruits offered unto God and sanctilicd, 
were to the Israelites an assurance of the full harvest, so the fruits o! 
the Spirit are to the believer an assurance of eternal life. “Ourselves 
also which have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan within ourselves, 
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.” lia 
man of character promise us an inheritance, we trust him; but i! be 
gives us, not only a token and pledge, but an earnest, by putting us '0 
possession of a valuable part of the gift, our confidence in him, and our 
expectation of the complete enjoyment of the property, is greatly \ 
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creased. The application of this to the subject before us cannot be 

ter expressed than in the words of the apostle to the Ephesians :— 
a wh un ye also trusted, after that ve heard the word of truth, the 
gospel | of your salvation: in whom also, after that ve believed, ve were 

aled with that holy Spirit of promise, which is the earne st of our in- 
tance, until the redemption of the purchased possession. 

TY. This persuasion will stand the severest test. 

It is easy to make use of great swelling words in talking of our Chris- 
tian assurance. It is not difficult to indulge a confident persuasion of 
eternal happiness in the time of health and prosperity, when the evil 
day is far away from us. It is otherwise when the wind of temptation 
blows, and all the waves and billows of affliction go over us. The con 
fidence of many isas easily shaken as that of the Psalmist was: “In 
my prospe rity i said, I] shall never be moved. Lord by thy favor thou 
hast made my mountain to stand strong; thou didst hide thy face, and 
] was trouble “d.” (Ps . ses. G. 7.) W hen God’s s dispe nsations weara 
frowning aspect, when his Providence seems to fight against his prom- 
ises, then comes the trial of the genuineness and strength of our confi- 
dence. If genuine, it will come out of the furnace like gold which has 
stood the fire, and receive the stamp of heaven. Such was the confi- 
dence of Job, when he said, ** Though he slay me, yet will I trust in 
him.” (Job, xiii. 15.) And such was that of our apostle: “For the 
which cause I also suffer these things; nevertheless 1 am not ashamed: 
for know whom I have believed.” 

To the Christian himself. these trials are useful in ascertaining the 
strength of his faith. “If thou faint in the day of adversity, thy 
strength is small.” (Prov. xxiv. 10.) ‘There is a difference between 

he real and the  ccosat strength of assurance. A person may be 
aie to sink under a burden which has been laid on him, and vet his 
strength is not less than it was when he was a little before walk ing 
erect and athis ease. Torecur to the met: aphor formerly employed,— 
if areport is circulated that the person with whom you have de sposited 
your property has become insolvent or unfaithful, and you should be 
thrown into distress by this intelligence, vour confidence in him is not 
really less than it was; but it is subjected to a greater trial, and has to 
conflict with considerations not formerly placed in your view. Hence 
the twofold use of such trials :—they show us that our faith is not so 
vigorous as we may have presumed it to be; and if it stand the test, it 
comes out purer and stronger than ever. Steady and firm as the basis 
on which it is built, true Christian confidence will bear the severest test 
which can be applied to its not only of afflictions, but death itself, in 
its most terrible forms. Then instead of sinking, 1t rises to the full as- 
surance of hope. ‘ Nay, in all these things, we are more than cone 
querors through him that loved us. For ] am persuaded that neither 
death nor life, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord’ 

This persuasion exerts a powerful and extensive influence on the 
Christian life. Assurance of God's love, peace of conscience, and j ry 
in the Holy Ghost, are closely connected with increase of grace and 
perseverance therein to the end. ‘Those who enjoy peace with God, 
and rejoice in hope of his glory, have little or no cause to dread ear ihly 
evils, and may glory in tribulations. Nothing tends more to inspire 
the soul with unshaken fortitude and heroic courage, than a persuasion 
that our final salvation is sure under the management of Christ. When 
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the men of Ai looked behind them, and saw their city, in which we, 
their wives aud children and treasures, enveloped in flames, “they 
no power to flee this way or that wav,” (Joshua, viii. 20. ; 
came an easy pres to the children of Israel. On the othe r hand. w 
soldiers know that all that is valuable and dear to them is se cured } 
fortified p i we, they will go forth with undaunted resolution to fy 
enemy. *W hi it shall we say to these things? If God be for us. y 


1 be against us! 


and 


Besides, this assurance has also a powerful infly. 
ence in stimulating the believer to make progress in holiness, Were i 
to rise al once to its greatest height, or were the attainment of it jndo. 
pendent of the use of means, there would be a specious pretext for say. 
ing that it is unfavorable to holiness. But this is far from being 4/ 
ease. Instead of relaxing diligence, or inducing sloth, a live ly hoy 
alive ition has, on the coutrs uy, a powe rful tendene y to animate 1 
Christian to the most vigorous exe rtions and the most pr atient enduriy 
‘We desire that every one of you do show the same diligence 1 | 
full assurance of hope unto the end, that ye be not slothful, but follow. 
ers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.” | 
is not an assurance that they shall be happy without being holy. nor js j: 
an assurance that they sball be made holy without the use of means 
Paul lived in the full and blessed assurance of faith; and what a life 
disinterested, holy, self-denying and persevering activity did he lead 
spending and being spent for Christ and the souls of men! “ He tha: 
hath this hope in him, purificth himself even as Christ is pure.” Jp 
fine, this persuasion must exert a pervading influence over the wh 
life of the Christian, for it engages and fills all the affections. “ Whe 
your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” Those who have com- 
mitted thet ‘ir souls to Christ, will be frequently looking to the place where 
he is; ‘“‘their conversation,’ their citize uship and their traffic, “ is in 
heaven;” they will live uader “the powers of the world to come.” 
“Set your affection on things above, not on things on earth: for ye ar 
dead, aud your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, wl 
our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory 
Mortify, therefore, your members which are upon the earth.’ 

From this subject, let us learn, in the first place, that one article 
the faith once delivered to the saints for which we are to contend 
that a Christian may attain a satisfying and fall assurance of his 
salvation. It is impossible to look attentively into the Scriptures wit 
out finding it written there in most distinct characters. The contrary 
doctrine not only contradicts the experience of the saints,—it strikes 
directiy against the scheme of grace revealed by the gospel, is irrecon- 
cilable with the pe fe ction of the atonement, and can be maintained only 
on the sup positi on of the Arminian tenet, that eternal life, instead of 
being the gift of God through Christ, is the pactional wages of an 
obedience persevered in till death. Christians are bound to seek assur- 
ance—it is their infirmity—their sin, and not merely their misfortune, 
that they do not attain it. 

2. We may learn from this subject to avoid extremes on this d 
trine. Assurance is of two kinds, which have been de ‘signed th 
surance of faith and the assurance of sense. ‘The former is direct, 
latter indirect. ‘The former is founded on the testimony of God, the 
latter on experience. The object of the former is entirely without us, 
the object <f the latter is chiefly within us. “God hath spoken in his 
holiness, I wn ‘rejoice,” is the language of the former; “We are his 
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smanship created anew in Christ Jesus,” is the language of the lat- 


hen a man gives me his promissory note, | have the assurance 
\\ 3 





‘n he gives me a pledge, or pays the interest regularly, o 
principal sam by instalments, |] have the assuran 
[hey are pertectly consistent with one another, may exist 
at the same time, and their combination carries assurance to 
oint. 
who deny the assurance of faith appear to labor under a mis- 
thas to the gospel and as to believing. The gospel does not 
sistof general doctrine merely, but also of promises indefinitely pro- 
sed to all who hear it, to be enjoyed, not on the condition of believ- 
hin the way of belie Ving. 7 I, even I, am he that biotteth out 
yasgressions lor mine oWl sake, and will not remember t IVS ns.” 
I will S| rinkle clean watet upon you, and ve sn ill be clean.” —* I] 
y laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts.”— 
| bring you glad tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
person believe these promises, traly and with under- 
having ome assurance of the blessings promis d? 
' a mistake as to the nature of faith ar the 
which it holds in the application OL redemption, It is a trusting 
st, a relying upon him for salvation upon the ground of the di- 
stimony respecting him; and does not this always unply some 
{ assurance or confidence? When we refer, in the wav of il- 
nn. toa drowning man trusting himself to the rope which Is 
to him, or to a person who confides in him, to whom he has in- 
his property, We are told, that the former must first lay hold of 
re he can trust to be saved by it, and the latter must com- 
property to the deposiiory dD ‘fore he can entertain a persuasion 
‘urity. But the mistake lies here, that in the cases referred to 
two acts, a bodily and a mental ; | the case 
‘onsideration there is but one, which 
lavs uo of Christ and is persuaded of safety by him; by one 
saine act itcommits the soul to Christ aud is persuaded he will 
This is the mystery, that God should have appointed faith or 
upon Christ as the means of interesting in him and his salvation, 
is nothing like it in nature or among human transactions: aud 
the danger ot our losing ourselves and obscuring the truth by 


recourse to distant analogies and straining inad ‘Qua 


le compari. 
i 


But the place which has been assigned to faith is one of the most 
vy proofs of the wisdom of God, as it at once secures the gl ry of 
crace and provid sfor the consolation o hose who flee fo 
‘to the hope set before them. “Ttas of faith tl it might be by 
>that the promise mig be sure to all the seed.” ; 
lers go to an Opposite e} emre. They Maintain that every true 
stian always en] 1VS au avsol ite und unwavering Certainty as to his 
happiu ss—that he is a true belever and in a state of salvation: 


d they dwell on the assurance of faith to the neglect of the evidence 


Which arises trom Christian experience and growth in holiness. ‘This 


Sapt tocherish a Spl resumption on the one hand, and to t! 

sons into a state of despondency on the other. There are vario 
es ol a urance, and in some vel ne ers it Mav be scarcely 
ptible. He who » author and finisher of our faith was care- 

| not to break the bruised reed, or quench the smoking flax. While 


> rebuked the unbelief and unreasonable doubts of his 
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never called in question the reality of their faith. He received th 
man who said, “lord, ] believe, help thou mine unbelief.” While jy. 
said to Peter, *O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?” | 

tuok him by the hand and lifted him out of the water. Grant that 
doubting is sinful, is there a just man on earth that doeth good and sinne th 

not’? Are not the love and patieuce, and other gracious dispositions of 

a Christian, also sinfully defective? Urge the admonition “Be not 

faithless, but believing,” but neglect not to urge also, “ Be ye holy, for | 

am holy. Be pe rfect as your Father in heaven is pe rfect.” Would : it 

not be dangerous to the interests of holiness, and discreditable to rel). 

gion, if a person were supposed to be in possession of perfect assurance 

while subject to imperfection in every other respect? Is there nota 

proportional growth in all the members of the spiritual man? Would 

he not otherwise be a monstrous creature? Or is the exploded doctrine 

of sinless perfection in this life to be revived among us? He whose 

faith is faultless and his assurance perfect and unvarying, sees Christ as 

he is, and is already completely lite him. He would not be a fit inhab. 

itant of earth, and the only praver he could put up would be, “Now 

leitest thou thy servant depart in peace.” —* Let us go on to perfection.” 

The genuine Christian is conscious of his remaining imperfection, 

“Notas though | had already attained, either were already perfect; 

but | follow after if that [ may apprehend that for which also } am ap- 

prehended of Christ Jesus.” 

On the other hand, it is no vaiid objection to the doctrine of the di- 
rect assurance of faith, that final salvation is only to be obtained after a 
persevering course of holy obedience, and patievt suffering according to 
the word of God. If holiness were the condition of ete rnal life, then 
unquestionably there could be no genuine hope of the latter but what 
was founded on the former; nay there could be no such thing as an as- 
surance of it in this life. for it is only “he who endureth to the end that 
shall be saved.” But if salvation is of grace, if Christ is able to save 
to the uttermost all that come to God by him, and if there are in the 
New Covenant promises securing perseverance, and providing all need- 
ful assistance for the discharge of duty and progressive advancement 
in the Christian life, then all that grace and ability, and all these securi- 
ties enter into the matter and ground of faith, even from the beginning, 
and produce a well-founded. though humble, self-denying confidence ot 
final victory and eternal rest. It is the hope, not of being saved abso- 
lutely, but of being saved in God's way—not simply of getting to heaven, 
but of being meet for the inheritance of the saints in light—not of 
being crowned without a struggle, but of bei ting enabled to fight the 
gor rd fight, and made “more than conquerors through him that loved 
us.” 

Finally, Christian hope is the inseparable companion of faith in Christ. 
Some would separate these graces, or at least represent them as resting 
on different grounds. and embraci ing diflerent objects. According to 
them the object of faith is the gospel ; the object of hope, an actual 
interest in the salvation which the gospel reveals; the former resti g 
on the testimony of God, the latter on that of our own conscieuces. 
and ourevidences of a gracious state. ‘This does not appear ty be the 
doctrine of Se ripture. “They are, no doubt, distinc: graces, the one re- 
garding the promise as ér ue, and the other regarding it as good. But 
they have the same ground—the infallible word of God -—and what is 
hope but the outgoing of the soul in the e expectation of what it believes 
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We confound our views on this subject by the use made of the word 

» the affairs of this life. Worldly hopes are founded upon proba- 

‘ties, We expecta bencfit—we hope that our friend will bestow it; 

+ having been often disappointed in such cases, we learn to moderate 

é expectauons, and to guard against confidence. But surely it is 

wise with hope inGod, — ** Let God be true, and every man a liar.” 

‘ead of indulging, we ought to check our unbelieving suspicions and 

- saving with the Psalmist, “ Why art thou cast down, O my soul: 

hope in God, for I shall yet praise him.” “ All flesh is as grass, aud 

clory of man as the flower of grass:—but the word of the Lord 

adureth for ever; and this is the word which by the gospel is preached 
to you.” 


Art. II. Internal State of the Church in India. 

Mr. Enrror—We frequently receive large and verv interesting ac- 
‘outs from eastern Misstons—boundless fields, white to harvest, open- 
x every where to the view of the gospel laborer; the good seed of 

. word sown among willions, both by the living voice, and the circu- 
tion of innumerable ‘Tracts, Books and Bibles. A lively spirit of de- 
tion, and delight also in the work, generally breathes in the missiona- 

y epistle; so that. as the wise man says, the good news from a far 
ountry, is like cold water to the thirsty soul, refreshing indeed. But 
t has long occurred to me, that we have by no means a full view of the 
hurch there, especially as to her internal state : there are several points 
ways omitted in these reports, on which | would gladly make some 
enquiries but know not who could inform me. Firsé, | have never 
id of the least jar taking place among any of the missionaries, at any 

f the numerous stations; but their language is universally that of love 
to all the brethren and sisters. ‘Thus it ought to be indeed. And is it 
ally so, that they enjoy a perfect and uninterrupted harmony ? Then, 
truly they are a happy people, happier far than any portion of the pa- 
rent church in this country, as all sad experience attests. Then, the old 
idage fails, for men by changing climate have changed their minds. 
They are happier than they tell us of. Yes, happier than the apostoli- 
cal churches themselves. If it is so, they might at least tell us, that we 
may rejoice with them; and sureiy there could be no stronger induce- 
nent for others to go out to join them in the work. If itis not so, they 
ought to make a faithful report, as the apostles did. (Acts xv. 39.) I would 
not think it proper to trumpet to the ends of the earth, private matters, or 
the details of every difficuliy in the church ; but itis on the other hand a 
lead silence on allthings. Another point on which T have thought our in- 
formation altogether deficient, is the management of the pecuniary con- 
cerns. In most cases it would be uncourteous to be inquisitive as to 
this point, but when a public cause, is supported by public contribution, 
itis no more than just to the contributors, and honorable on the part of 
those entrusted, to make full reports of the management of what is thus 
sent. Under date of October 26th, 1836. Messrs. Winslow aud Scud- 
der, of Madras, sav: “ The first grant we will beg of you, isa sum 
sufficient to supply us with from 50,000 to 100,000 copies of The Blind 
Way, which is a very popular Tract.—We think that 100,000 copies of 
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The Blind Way, neatly bound in paper covers, could not cost less t}., 
5,000 Spanish Dollars.” It is not said how large this Tract is, but 5. pgp 
dollars, that is, 20 cents a copy would here print a book larger than 
New ‘Testament, especially of so large an edition; and then it w, 
not likely be called a Tract. At the mission the presses, type and pry, 
ters are all within themselves; and how the printing of a Tract sh 
cost sv much is not easy to see. Moreover from another station +. 
missionaries say, * A printer is indispensible, but pious and compet , 
printers, willing to devote themselves to gratuitous service, in corner. 
tion with foreign missions, are not easily found.” As if their seryjoc 
were generally known to be gratuitous at foreign mission stations: 1) 
makes the expense still more mysterious to me. One thing further: | 
cannot find whether the thousands of volumes and Tracts distrihyje 
are sold, or given gratis, in whole or in part. Considering all circu, 
stances, books in India must bring a very high price, or be a very valy. 
able present. J have some other items on this point before me, but jp. 
tend not at present to dwell on it. 

Another point on which | have never seen satisfactory reports, is, What 
system of doctrine prevails!’ For we know that several svstenis in oy; 
own country claim the name of christianity, and are in fact no bette; 
than the superstition of the Hindoos; that for example, which rejec 
the imputed righteousness of Christ, as the only ground of the sinner’s 
justification. Also, What are the forms of worship and discipline? and 
particularly, What is the state of morals within the church? I mean op 
such points especially as would distinguish christians from heathens 
On this last particular 1 have indeed met with a partial account ; partia 
because it respects only some parts of the church in India; and 
shows the reasonableness and importance of having full and express 
reports from all societies of christians there; as I would hope this 
not a fair specimen, or if it be, we must take up entirely new ideas 
the eastern missions altogether. 

I refer to the statements of Bishop Wilson, copied from the New 
Haven Religious Intelligencer, as follows: “It may not perhaps be 
generally known that the strange anomaly, so long and so universally 
prevalent in Hindostan, termed caste, has been allowed till lately to 
remain in force among the natives, even after their admission to the 
Episcopal church. ‘The singular spectacle was thus presented, of a 
church of Christ, consisting of different classes, each of which deemed 
it absolute pollution to mingle with the others. How extensively and 
inveterately their heathen notions were retained, will be best seen by 
some of the modes in which they were manifested. 

At divine service, the diflerent castes sat on separate mats, on differ- 
ent sides of the church, which they entered by different doors. At the 
Lord’s supper they advanced to the altar at different times, and had 
different cups, or the catechists contrived to change them before the 
lower castes partook ; even the missionaries were persuaded to wait ti 
all had partaken. ‘They had separate places of burial in the grave- 
yard, and in funerals the heathen observances were in many respects 
observed. In the domestic circle, the wife was not permitted to st 
and eat with her husband, but was treated as his slave, or rather as 
part of his goods or chattles$ in church also she uever sat with him: 
marriage between diflerent castes was not allowed, though immoral con- 
nection, and indecent festivals were connived at; and a native christian 
would marry his daughter to a heathen of his own caste in preference 
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tian of a lower caste. The christian wo 
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uld put away a chris- 


wife when she no longer p! ased him, and take another -A oh eathen, 
id effects of going to church in mourning were prevented by 
rto magic, and DS the « mp loyn ent of tomtoms, and heathen- 
yjonies immediately after leaving church. Their children had 

as well as christian names; and those names were often those 

s. As respects their social relations, they regard themselves 

sof ahigher race, and the inferior class they looked upon as 

ind predestined slaves. They would neither drink from the 

well, nor live in the same street, nor eat food from the same ves- 
roke every earthen vessel which a Pari had touch: d as defiled. 

» would not reccive the holy water of the Ganges from the hands 
Pari, even to save their lives, since the slightest contact with him 
7 id them unclean. The native ae who retained caste, at- 
| the most abominable heathen festivals, paid honors to idols, and 

sick exorcised by the Brahmins. The foundation of these 

-of caste was laid in the Shasters, or sacred books of the Hindoos. 
Thes oks decided all points; the courts for the trial of matters con- 
{ with caste. were directed by the Shasters; these courts were 
nes held in christian churches; and by their decisions, the con- 


d christian was excluded from the Lord’s supper. ‘To sun 


vhole. the worst vagabond, the ragged, drunken beggar. or 


1 the office of catechist, with contempt, if he only was of a | 


—and all this was unchangeable from generation to generati 





»to age. 


Between one hundred and seventy relapses to heathenism took 


i single year, and in the opinion of Archdeacon Robinson of Ma 
essed in his report to the Bishop of C eae more than half « 

h had become heathens. The German Lutheran MISSION, 
ction. What a vi 


sionary success! It is rather a question whether the Hindoos 


‘same cause, seemed to be near extn 


converts to idolatry, of the christian missionaries, inst 
bringing any of the heathen out of darkness unto the glorious 
he gospel. ; 
The Bishop’s account of the state of matters, reminds us of th 
ri made by the Abbe Du Bois to his holin ss, of the means an 
er , 
tof character, for popery to unite with heathen abominations, | 
hear of it to such an extent in any branches of the protestant chu 


t treat the most pious, learned, and estimable man. even if he s} 
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ploved by popish missionaries in the same field. Itis nothing 
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ling. I cannot surely be thought unreasonable in desiring express 
ation from the other christian societies on this point— How far 


e accommod:; iting prince Ip ile is acted on by them / We k How it ts 


y admired in the churches in this ¢ ountry from which the mi 
so; and the state of things described by the Bishop, is the 
same principle, only applied in different circumstances, it may b 
sidered also as extended to a greater degree; but if it is praise w 
act it in a less degree, much more, in the greatest. Why do 
not tell us, to what extent they practice intercommunion? It i 
sidered here, one of the sublimest attainments of christian charit 


iller al. We are pe rhe aps not prey vared for it on the trul y catholic sc 


eastern missionaries. M. 
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346 Socitetyism. 


Arr. III.  Societyism. 

Mr. Epitcr—I was pleased to see some remarks in alate numip. .: 
the Monitor, on the subject of Societyism. | hope the INVEStion 
wi. not cease with those few remarks. Considering the present cy, 
meut upon the subject of voluntary associations—the influence they 
already exerting upon the church and commonwea:th, and the import: 
results, which we have reason to expect, it is a matter of SUIPFise to wp 
that some of your able and worthy correspondents, bave not tho 
proper, long since, to give the subject a thorough investigation, : 
through the medium of the Momtor to gratify and enlighten its yy». 
ours readers, with the resultof their inquiries. ‘To what is this geyp, 
apathy to be ascribed? Js it to the trivial importance of the subjec 
It so it may be asked, When one section of the commonwealth js 4. 
rayed against another, and the sword of civil discord almost draw 
from its scabbard !—when the various denominations of christians a» 
divided two against three and three against two !—when the seeds oj 
discord have been extensively sown in family circles, and promise g 
bountiful crop of strife and contention in consequence of such associa. 
tions, can the investigation of them be deemed a matter of little or yg: 
consequence! The writer having, within the last two years, visite) 
various and distant portions of the Secession Church, has had an op. 
portunity, in many instances, of learning personally the family brojs 
congregational feuds, and presbyterial wranglings, to which these soc. 
eties are giving birth. And the state of things is such, that in his o 
nion they demand the serious and dispassionate investigation of ever 
friend of truth and harmony. When a member of the same religious 
community openly denounces, as worse than a_horse-thief, his brother 
in the aministry, who belongs to an anti-slavery society—when ope 
brother is distinguished for his abolition addresses, and another is s 
bitterly opposed to the principle that he prohibits, under pain of his dis- 
pleasure, his abolition brother, from speaking publicly on that subject 
in his vicinity—when some are denouncing in no moderate terms such 
as belong to temperance associations, and others have not only taken 
the temperance pledge, but appear among the prominent advocates of 
such combinations—when such is the fact, does not the morality or 
immorality, the correctness or incorrectness of these associations be- 
come a question of vital importance, and demand the candid investigs- 
tion of every friend of truth, righteousness and peace? How glaringly 
inconsistent is such a state of things in the church, when compared 
with the requisitions of the Spirit by Paul? 1, Cor. 1, 10, ‘* Now| be- 
seech you, brethren by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all 
speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but 
that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment.” Under such circumstances, then, does not duty require of all 
who would sing in behalf of Zion— 


“ Now for my friends and brethren’s sakes, peace be in thee I'll say 
And for the house of God our Lord, I'll seek thy good alway—” 


to study the things that make for peace? If these voluntary comb'na 
tions, after a fair, impartial, and dispassionate investigation, be found at 
variance with the letter or spirit of the bible, or not calculated to effect 
the proposed end, they are unquestionably to be abandoned. But if 
consistent with divine revelation and productive of human happiness 
lt is not my design at present 0 


they should be earnestly promoted. 
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q minute investigation of this moemeatous question, but 


4 a throwing outa few hints to elicit further diseussion—to 
Fy) to the work clearer heads anu abler pens. With regard to 
abstract question, whether voluntary associations, not under the su- 

"on of church or state, be in any case lawful ! 1 think the remarks 

correspondent kK. conclusive. <A few additional remarks how- 

the same question may not be amiss—The bible, say some 

nose all voluntary sociclics, recognises two grand associations 

, hy on, = or state. And all societies which do not derive 
, situ tion from church or state are destitute of divine authority, 
; nsequen! ihe whatever be their object or character, are sinful. To 
 contitnent | cannot subscribe. It is related that Israel Putnam and 

, his neighbors entered into an agreement to pursue until they 
q destrey the famous Connecticut wolf: and who would question 


riety of such a combination ! yet it derived not its institution 


urch or state. There are also societies for literary purposes at 

ostitution of learning, and no one I belicve entertains a doubt 

ting their propriety, though they are not recognized by either 
state. There are likewise agricultural and piilanes hical so- 

- independent of church and state, yet no person in his senses 
nounce them as unwarrantable. To me «ae there ap- 


1a 
sno reasonable doubt respecting the abstract question. Hence the 
ntableness of such associations can be determined only by their 


uw character—the object they propose and the means to be 
wed. Thatthere might be a warrantable temperance association, 
ident of both church and state, is, I think, unquestionable. For 
there is no law. binding a man athe to use intoxicating liquors 
self or to give them to his neighbors, he cannot sin in abstaluing. 


Where there is no law there is no transgression. And if a man is at 


rty to abstain from the common use of intoxicating liquors himself, 


to refuse them to his neighbors, it caunot be wrong to say, he will 
soor make a promise to that effect. And if it be warrantable for 
it cannot be wrong for five, ten, or five hundred to do so: and here 

) isa temperance society. If the above reasoning be correct. there 
y exist a warrantable temperance society. Again, it may be shown 
ya similar process of reasoning that there may be a warantable anti- 

ry society. Our Lord in the parable of the good Samaritan, has 
ght us our duty towards our neighbors. When two millions of our 

ww creatures are bound in chains of moral darkness, deprived, as fur 
shuman laws can deprive them of the knowledge of God and man, 
laid under a moral constraint to spend their lives in a state of bru- 
fornication and adultery, we are not to act the part of the priest and 
ie, but to use all lawful means for removing the evil. If slavery be 
\evil, it is not only my right, but my duty to teach others the same, 
order to effect a reformation; - and if it be the duty of one, itis the 


luty of others. And if uniting together by mutual promise would give 


y and efficacy to our endeavors, I cannot discover why it would 


be wrong to do so. 


Against this mode of proceedure two objections have been 
ged, Ist. It is the prerogative of Ecclesiastics only to deal 
th the conscience. This objection is anti-scriptural and palpably 


bsurd. Were aman to sce two of his neighbors going out to fight a 


luel, whe will affirm that he would do wrong in endeavoring to dissuade 





them from their barbarous purpose by dealing with their consciences ? 
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nd if one would be justifiable in doing so, why nottwenty? By, 
h a course is said to be seditious. This objection is dire tly 
ance with our free institutions, and would sound better in degp, 
sia. than in this boasted land of freedom. Neither the fede; 
tution, nor those of the several states are so sacred that like 4 
they are not to be touched. They are but human instruments: 


Slit 


enactinents of congress and state legislatures, are human, and 
quently the right to investigate and call in question any part 
cannot be denied. What Seceder would consider it Scditious 
sonable to question the morality of Sabbath-mails, or to end 

) roduce a change in pubi ic sentiment in order to accomplish a 
tion? Or who would denounce as rebels, the men who would ass 
themselves together to prevent dueling, gambling, and theat 
formances, by effecting a change in public sentiment! And for a 
can sce. We have the same richt to associate together to eflect 4 
lition of slavery, by producing a change in public sentiment, |j 
my wish to appear as the advocate of the numerous voluntary 
tions of the day, nor will [ hazard an opinion concerning any of 
But I carnot condemn them because the y are voluntary con) 


Lf vou think the above for edification, you are at liberty to publis 














Art. IV. Some Remarks on Repentance. 
(Concluded from p. 304.) 

5. Genuine repentance is a permanent and continued exercise of | 
believing soul. thas been divided into tnitial and — = 
which is first called into operation in the work of savi conve! 
and that which continues to be exercised by the believe ers until | 
completely delivered from the “body of death.” But from first t 
it retains and exhibits the same character. ‘The repentance of as 
when first brought to Goa, and the repentance of an experienc 
are, in kind, precisely one and the same; even as the rising sun 
same with that which reaches the meridian and sets in the west 
‘To use the beautiful illustration of another—The waters which gus 
from the smitten rock followed the Israelites through the wilderu 
they reached the shores of Canaan, so the heart, smitten in cons 
with repentance, continues to bleed ull it is bound up with a banda 
glory.—That is not to be regarded as true repentance whose exe! 
but temporary. Every pang of conscience, every tear for sin, 
wish for pardon, whic h are only transient in their duration, sho 
be dignified with the name of repentance. But such, it is to be 


>the repentance of many Ww hose names are trumpe ted abroa das 


verts. ‘The christian profession, however, receives little eredil 
such ; for soon, ‘their root is found to be rottenness, and sel bloss 
gocs up as the dust.” Sach was the repentance of Pharaoh, Ahab, 
Israelites in the wilderness, and others, whose cases are delincat 
the page of revelation. But true repentance is an abiding princ 
the soul. It is an open fountain, from which the streams of hum 
and godly sorrow incessant ly flow. Hence, God’s people are ¢ 
terized as meek, lowly-minded, contrite, poor in spirit &c. ‘This a. 
constant and prevailing character. “ ‘To that man will I look, 
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“who is poor and of a contrite spirit and who trembleth at 
' Accordingly, we find the saints. long after their first repen- 

mo on the excercise na grace, Look at David! 
his Psalms are penite ntial. 1 the Fifty-first, le says mn the 
ot bitter repentance, “mv sta is ever before me.” We find 
ind again re} ‘nting of his sins Indeed he abounded in the 


his grace even to ‘he last. And in so doing he only exem- 
1 . 
‘tis common to all the saints 
repentance be an abiding principle in th liever, there 


sions When it is more particularly called forth into ex- 


mmission of some heinous sin. It was after David had sin- 
itt of Uriah the Hittite.” that he compesed the Filtve 
which he so bitterly laments his sin and folly, and mak 
yn for pard 


es 

oning mercy—" Wash me thoroughly Irom 

‘ity, and cleanse me from my sin. For Lacknowledge my trans- 

ind mv sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee only have 

ind done this evil in thy sight, &e.” In like manner also, we 

it Peter, after he had denied his Lord, “ went out and wept bit- 

And, indeed, whereever the grace of repentance exists in any 

» fresh commission of sin, especially if it be of the grosser kind, 
r or later call it forth into exercise. 

ins und errors of the church. <A ehurch cannot be guilty of 

all the individ- 

tin guilt before God. Individual counsel, approbation, 

_connivanee, indifference, or simple adherence, is all that is ne- 


hether doctrinal or practical, without involving a 
} 


ers ( 


here to make one a particeps criminis, a partaker of the com- 
t. And when this guilt is seen, repentance is the certain con- 
Thus. by means of a Letter which Paul addressed to the 
iaa church and in which he exposed their errors and sinful con- 
it church was brought in her individual members, to the exer- 


t 


etter | do not repent—For, behold this self-same thing, that ve 


‘ 


yp and sincere repentance. “ For though | made you sorry 
ra godly sort, what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, 
ing of vourselves. yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, 
hement desire. yea, What zeal, yea, what revenge!” (1 
3. Iflictions. Afflictions, whether they come as judgments or as 
istisements, are evidences of sin and guilt, and therefore call to the 
:of repentance. And the child of God, when afflicted, does in 
way improve his affliction—he makes diligent search for his sins, 
‘mourns over them before God—-“he hears the rod and who hath 
nted it.’ Thus it was with David—* Thy hand presseth me sore 
r is there any rest in my bones, because of my sin.” (Ps. 

2. a} 
Jl neur view of the o lorious perfections of God. ‘The clearer that 
‘views are of the Great God, especially of his moral attributes, the 
sinful, polluted and vile do we appear in our own eyes. Hence, 
re the grace of repentance exists in any soul, fresh discoveries res- 
ig the character of the Holy One of Israel, will surely draw it 
into exercise. After God had made a particular manifestation of 
self to Job, we find that man of God thus giving expression to his 
views and feelings—“I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear; 
out now mine eve seeth thee; wherefure I abhor myself, and repent in 
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pape er (Job. xlii. 5, 6.) Isaiah, also, when he had «., 


vision of the glory of the God of Israel, was led to exclaim—« WW, 


me! for lam undone; because | am a man of unclean lips, and | ‘ 


in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for mine eves have s 
king g, the Lord of hosts. (Isa. vi. 5.) 
A lively view of indwelling-sin. That this also furnishes be 


“in a proper oce asion for the exercise of repentance, their owy o 


rience abundantly testifies. For where is there one of them, 

not at times filled with abhorrence and loathing of self, on ace 
the general depravity and corruption of his nature? The expo, 
of the apostle Panl is common in some degree to all the saints— 


another law in my members warring against the law ot iny ming 


bringing me into captivity to the law of sin, which is in my me; 


O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body o 


death ? 


Such, then, are some of the occasions which are calculated to ey 


the grace of repentance’in believers, and call it forth into exercis: 
I pass to another gener: il remark : 
6. True repentance is a very extensive and complicated exercise, 


attempts to simplify the subject of repentance by reducing it to 
single operation of the soul, is only to substitute a human invent 


the roum of that repentance which is so amply described in the 


scriptures. ‘True repentance like true faith is a complicated act of | 


new creature. Metaphysical minds have indeed speculated 


nature of faith till they have made it consist simply in an assent ot 
understanding to revealed truth—a faith no more like the © faji! 
God's elect,” than a single beam is like a beautiful and well constry 


edifice. For, if you take from faith its appropriating character, 


annihilate its very essence ; and by referring it solely to the understavé. 
ing, you coutradict the word of God, which also refers it to the hear 
“with the heart man believeth unto righteousness.” In like manner 
pentance is made to sufler the loss of its scriptural character, wi: 
is confined to mere convictions for sin; or when it is confined to sor 
for sin; or when it is confined to amendment of life ; or when itis 
fined to any other particular act, or operation. [tis various and: 
plicated in its nature. Hence it is expressed by different wor 


somewhat different shades of meaning. 


The word most frequently used in the New Testament to express 


litterally signifies to change one’s mind, or take an after-thougit. 


read that Esau “could find no place for repentance [in Isaac his fat! 
though he saught it carefully with tears ;’, that is, with all his mo 
entreaties, he could not prevail upon his father * to change his mind’ 
and take back the biessing from Jacob and bestow it on him. Accor: 
ingly, this word, as used to denote evangelical repentance, is very c 
tensive in its signification, It calls upon sinners to change their m 
respecting God, and no longer regard him as “a hard master reapity 
where he had not sowed,” but as a most bountiful and compassional 
Being ; to change their minds respecting Christ, and no longer reg 
him as “a root sprung out of a dry ground having no form or co 
ness,” butas “the chiefest among ten thousand” and the one “altoge 


lovely 5” to change their minds respecting sin, and no longer reg 


as a sweet and delicious morsel, but as a bitter , cursed and acell 
ble thing; to change their minds respecting themselves, and no I a 
regard themselves as acceptable unto God, but as “dead in trespa 
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| eins” in a word, to change their minds respecting their course of 
and no longer be found toiling in the service of Satan, but en- 
ers the service of their great Creator and rightful Lord. Repent- 
_ _then, as expresse ‘d by this word is a very extensive and complicated 
k and as was observed before, evide ntly implies the exercise of a 
r faith. 
sat there is another word used in the New Testament to express re- 
rance, Which literally signifies @ painful concern and anxiely of 
arising from the consideration of something that has been done 
< is the word that Matthew employs to express the repentance of 
las, That traitor experienced a most painful and excruciating sense 
lt. in having “betrayed the innocent blood,” although he ex- 
‘enced no real “change of mind” in relation to God and divine 
Accordingly when this word is used to express gospel repen- 


© it shows us, that there is implied inita “godly sorrow” for sin 


ia real concern to obtain de liverance from its guilt aud condemna- 


There are several other words used in scripture, and particularly i 

Old Testament, to express repentance, or rather constituent parts 
f repentance, Which plainly show, that there is in that gracious exer 
cise of soul a feeling of shame and sorrow and humiliation and self-abe 

rrence, on acc ount of sin, together with a hatred and confession of sin, 

nda sincere and joyful abs indonment of its service forever. —Hence, 

n, from these considerations it necessarily follows, that repentance 
is an extensive and complicated work, and cannot be referred, without 
destroying its true c tharacter, toany single exercise or act of the soul. 

7. Saving he ntance is characteriz ed by a turning from sinto God. 
We read of a “re pentance FROM dead works.” All those gracious 

lls, we-meet with in the Scriptures, to return tv the Lord, are calls 

repentance, And, indeed, a return of the soul from sin to God is 

cessary to compl:te the idea of a scriptural repentance.—To illus- 
‘ate the present remark two things are to be noticed—From what, and 
~~ does the soul turn in the work of repentance 1 

_ It turns from sin. <A sense of the evil of sin. sorrow for it, hatred 

t, self-loathing and shame on account of it, anda willingness to con- 
foss it, are all proved to be real and genuine by this turning away of 
he soul from the love and commission of it. Without this, 
dent, there is no reality or sincerity in the case. 

Now, the trae penitent turns not merely from his outward and gross 
sins. but from all his sins, even the sins of his heart, his most beloved 

usts, his most adored idols; he casts them all to “the moles and to the 
bats,” turns from them with perfect loathing andexclaims, “ What have 
1 to do any more with idols” And not only so, but he also turns away 
from the very occasions of sin, and is heard making his supp ication in 
the words of the Psalmist, “Turn thou away mine eyes from beholding 
vanity.’ And in so doing he is only obeying the express command of 
God, * Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of 
evil men: avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away.” 

But we are not to suppose that this turning from sin is perfect in the 
present life, or that it fully comes up to the requirements of the divine 
law; for this would be to make santification perfect in ils state of incip- 
lence and progression; nevertheless it possesses such marks as_ihese, 
and which evidently distinguish it from the turning of hypocrites:—lt 
isvoluntary. Some turn from their sins, because they cannot help 
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themselves. They doit not from choice, but from constraint. ,, 
henee, when the constraint is removed they turn again to their... 
“like the dog to his vomit, and the sow that was washed to her wa 
ing again in the mire. And this turning of the true penitent j 
ouly voluntary, it 1s also sincere; it springs from the heart, and | 
promoted by selfish ¢ onsiderations but by true love to God and holi in te. 
And it is moreover universal, extending to all known sins, making 
exception, saving of none, “Is it nota little one, O spare it!” | 
obedience to Christ, plucking out, cutting off and casting aw ay th 
fending right eye, right hand and right foot. Says God by the pro 
Ezekiel. “ Turn away your faces frem atu your abominations—e. 
away from you aLv your transgressions.” But, 
The soul in repentance turns to God. The language of ty), 
penitents is, “come and let us return unto the Lord.” “ Let us reir 
unto our first husband, for it was better with us then than now,” Yo. 
wherever true repentance is exercised there isa “returning to tip 
Lord with weeping and with supplication.” This is beautifully 
trated in the history of the prodigal son. He departed from his fat} 
house and went into a far country, where he indulged himself j, 
manner of wickedness and folly; and his repentance is expressed by 


~ ‘ 


his returning again with shame and sorrow to his father. “I will aris 
and go to my father.”—lIn this return to God, the soul makes choic 
him—* Behold we come unto thee, for thou art the Lord our G 
“Other lords and lovers beside thee have had dominion over us: \y: 
by thee will we make mention of thy name.” The soul chooses G 
for its portion—** Whom have I in heaven but thee, and there is » 
on the earth that I desire besides thee—Thou art the strength of 
heart and my portion forever.” “IL cried unto thee, O Lord; I said 
thou art my retuge and my portion in the land of the living.”—And the 
soul chooses the service of God. “Choose ye this day whom ye will 
serve—as for me and my house we will serve the Lord.” Indeed, 
conscience is purged from dead works to serve the living God.” Ina 
word, the returning penitent makes a cordial surrender of himselt 
God—yields up himself wholly to the Lord to be used, governed 
disposed of according to the dictates of his infinite wisdom and | 
He presents his car that God may nail it to the door-post, in token 
his ‘ieee to serve him and abide in his house forever. “Make 
me as one of thine hired servants.” *O Lord, traly I am thy serva: 
I am thy servant, and the son of thine hand-maid ; thou hast loosed 1 
bonds.” 

Lastly. Repentance is not acondition of pardon, but is nevertheless in- 
- rably connected with salvation. ‘This remark is added by way o! 

a and ap plication, If we are not greatly mistaken, sinners ar 
le d, by means of the instruction which they generally hear, to regar 
repentance as the condition of their obtaining pardon from God. but 
it cannot be so: because, repentance follows pardon. Pardon is a lead: 
ing branch of justification, but faith in Christ, in the first moment of its 
exercise, brings the soul into a justified state, and since repentance, as 
was before proved, follows faith in the order of nature and flows trom 
it, it must of necessity also follow pardon. Again, all must admit that 
true repentance flows from love to God. It is impossible for persous 
truly to repent of their sins while they continue to hate God. But love 
to God flows from pardon. The design of the parable of the two 
debtors is to prove this fact. Having nothing to pay, their credito! 
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« frankly forgave them both.” Now, “tell me,” says Christ to Simon, 
owh i of them will love him most?” implying that neither of them 
would have loved him, had he not generously forgiven them their debts. 
Inde coxk he afterwards states, that “to whom little is forgiven, the same 
loveth little :’ consequently, if nothing be forgiven there will be no love 
at ali. And hence, as to the woman who was the subject of conversa- 
“on, our Saviour plainly intimates, that her “loving much” was an 
ence that “much had been forgiven her.” As love to God there- 
fore, follows pardon, and as re pentance flows from love to God. it must 
aiso, in the order of nature, follow pardon, and consequently cannot be 
ts ‘ondi tion. 
And corresponding to this doctrine, we find that, upon every offer of 
rdon and salvation to the sinner, an immediate acceptance is demand- 
- he is not allowed to wait til he has taken time to repent ; his first 
nd immediate duty is to accept joyfully of that which is offered him. 
He is not asked to bring repentance, or any thing else in his hand asa 
e fof the obtaining of pardon: nay, let him, as being totally desti- 
tute of all good, presently accept the gracious offer; and then for this 
e act of unmerited pardon let him, in a w ay of gratitude and love, 
ot all his days, and perform every other good work required at his 
The intelligent reader will understand that we are here speaking of 
licial and not of fatherly pardon—of that which proceeds from Goud 
as a judge and is bestowed in justification, and not of that which pro- 
eeds from him as a father, and is bestowed after justification, and which 
templates sin as a breach of the law, not in its covenant form, but 
as asa rule of life, in the hand of the Mediator. With respect to this 
terkind of pardon, the scriptures seem to make it depend in some 
asure, upon the exercise of repentance on the part of the believer; 
t with respect to the former, it is bestowed in a free and tela 
anner, simply on account of the merit of Christ, and without any 
ditional dependence whatever on the repenting of the sinner, as has 
en en sufficiently shown. 
But though repentance be not a condition of pardon, yet it has an 
separable connection with salvation. The words of our Lord are 
st explicit—‘ Except ye repent ye shall all likewise perish.” The 
enitent cannot be received into heaven. The gates of Paradise are 
rever barred against them. ‘They must have their portion with the 
inbelieving,” in ‘*the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone.’ 
lt would be derogatory to the wisdom and purity and glory of the di- 
vine government to admit sinners, apostates, rebels into heaven with- 
ithavingever repented of their sins. Surely the Universal Judge 
uid never consistently say to such, “* Well done, good and faithful ser- 
is, enter ye into the joys of your Lord.” Repentance is a part of 
‘holiness, without which, no man shall see the Lord.” Is it con- 
d that “he that believeth not shall be damned?” But the apostles 
Were commissioned to preach “ repentance towards God” as well as 


for 


:* 


‘faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ.” The one is as necessary as 
the othe r,and without either of them, no man shall be pe rmitted to en- 
jy the light of that “ great city, the holy Jerusalem.” In view, then, 


of the connection which God has established between repentance and 
salvation, let guilty men hearken attentively to the voice which is inces- 
ms crying to them from every page of the word of life, Repent ! 
hepent | M. 
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Art. V. Further Remarks on the Treatment of our Colored Populg on. 


Mr. Evrrorn—In compliance with the suggestion contained in my |g 
I now proceed vo notice some of the various pleas put in by those w\, 
are unwilling to come up to the help of the Lord against the mighty, 
task, if well performed, of no small importance truly, and one whic) yp, 
less attended with a blessing from above must prove unavailing 4p 
abortive. When we look around and scrutinize the many subterfigs: 
and excuses, which are resorted to to keep down the stirrings of xp, 
science, and to keep up a show of piety and zeal for the Lord ; when ye 
contemplate the vast and preponderating amount of interest which aq. 
dresses itself to our selfishness, the deep and implacable array of preju. 
dices which address themselves to our pride, the political considerat)yy; 
that address themselves to our ambition, and above all our love of eas 
and indolence, we might well despair of producing any, the least impres. 
sion. How few are there who are prepared in singleness of heart to |i. 
ten to and reduce to practice the maxims of divine truth on this absor). 
ing and exciting subject? But let us encourage ourselves by the conside. 
ration, that the hearts of men are in the hands of Him who rides in the 
whirlwind and directs the storm, and who, according to our imperfect 
estimation, limits not the effects produced to the means adopted. Indeed 
the great extent of the errors existing and their apparent hopelessness of 
cure, ought to stimulate the friends of truth and the rights of man to 9 
creased and persevering exertions. It is to be hoped too, that many, ver 
many, who now are in the path of error are not intentionally so, and to 
whose bosoms the beams of light will find a ready entrance. 

The first I shall speak of are those who scem to regard the condition 
of our slaves, not only tolerable, but as absolutely better than that o/ 
what are termed free men, who are the subjects of foreign tyrannical 
governments. If the fact were admitted, that the condition of slaves in 
the United States is superior to that of Irish Catholics, or Russian Seri 
the argument, if argument it may be called, is one of no force, sine: 
wrongs how ever multiplied they may be can never constitute right, nor 
lessen our obligations to abide by the eternal principles of justice. |! 
other nations governed by despotic princes do in fact disregard the laws 
of God and grind the poor in the dust, it ought rather to excite us, wh 
make it our boast that we have established a government on the firm ba 
sis of equal rights, to greater exertions to secure the benefit of equal laws 
to the whole community. Whether or not the position assumed be 
tenable, I shall leave the candid enquirer after truth to determine, whe 
he shall attentively ponder the few suggestions submitted in this commu: 
nication to his serinus consideration. Here it may with propriety ber 
marked, that in referring to foreign governments, we frequently do thea 
great injustice. It is true that such governments are in general founded 0 
despotic principles, but it is equally true that where the doctrines « ship 
christianiiy have been promulgated they are and have been engaged ted 
laudable efforts to scatter the seeds of knowledge among the people, an com 
in some instances even to enlarge their civil, and to extend their politica mix 
rights. Within the period that slavery has existed in our cwn country fille 
much has been done by European and some other governments lor me joy 
liorating the condition of the lower classes of society, while we at he siste 
same time have been engaged in drawing the chains of the bond-ma Hm ‘ve 
tighter and tighter. Whilst in most countries the rulers are busily ¢™ char 
ployed in erecting schools, and academies, and colleges, and universities that 
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to unfetter the mind and finally to unfetter the body also, we have been 
engaged in the unholy task of throwing insurmountable obstacles in the 
ack man’s way, re ndering it even criminal ina high degree to help him 
to the rudest elements of literature. This being nde niably the true 
state of the case, is It not strange that any will have the hardihood to 
refer to the conduct of other nations to sanction our own Injustic e? 
Nothing could manifest more conclusively the vitiated state of public 
sentiment in many parts of our country, than the language we often hear 
ised in reference to the condition of our slaves. C omparisons are con- 
tinually made betwixt them and the dregs of socie ty in other countries 
and if we were to believe those who are in the habit of dec rying every 
thing that exists beyond the bounds of our own land, we must cone lude 
1t to be a slave here is a privilege of no small magnitude. Indeed we 
rot t unfre quently hear it asserted that the slave, wher n well treated, has a 
t more to be envied than that of his master! But in what does the 
elements of this superior happiness consist ! Listen, and you shall hear. 
lle is well fed ; he is well clothed; he is comfortably sheltered from the 
inclemencies of the weather; and when he is sick the aid of a physician 
and nurse is not denied him! This in nine cases out of ten is the sum 
otal of all that is substantially comfortable in hislot. And what is there 
sserted here as constituting an elementary part of the happiness of the 
black man, which is not procured with equal diligence by every man 
throughout the length and breadth of the land for ~ his horses, his oxen 
and other animals about him, which he considers serviceable? His 
moral condition never enters into the computation when an estimate is 
made of the enjoyments of the slave. ‘These philanthropists seem never 
for a moment to regard him in the light of an immortal being—never to 
onte apete him as ‘capable of rational or social enjoyments ;—for him 
knowledge never opens her treasures, nature never unfolds her beauties, 
eligion never pours her consolations into his vacant heart. 
ln taking a superficial view of mankind we are apt to conclude, that 
where provisions and clothing are abundant people must necessarily be 
in a happy condition. Hunger and nakedness are indeed sore evils, but 
there are few of the human family afflicted with them so as greatly to ab- 
stract from the enjoyments of life. It is as social, sympathising, rational 
beings, that we obtain not only the largest amount, but the purest kinds 
of enjoyment ; and no one who for a moment reflects on the subject can 
e at a loss to see, that the lower he descends in the social circle he will 
find happiness, not only larger in amount, but less adulterated in its in- 
gredients. In the family circle he will find it often almost without alloy, 
and the cup full to overflowing. Where in all the ramifications of socie- 
y, will you see sympathising seuls united by the silken cords of love, 
and matually provoking each other to drink deeper and deeper of friend- 
ship’s intoxicating cup, except in that original family community, institu- 
ted by God himself? As we ascend we find the circle gradually be- 
coming wider, the elements of happiness less abundant and more inter- 
mned with dross, until at last we are presented with little but a cup 
hiled with bitter dregs. Who will dare to estimate the sum of our en- 


jyments as parents and children, as husbands and wives, as brothers and 


‘siers’ Who has not felt that in these relations, there is a nallowed 
sweetness, for which the wealth of either Indies would be a poor ex- 
change! Jt is from this fountain too, as from springs of perennial flow, 
‘hat the virtues not only owe their implantation, but their culture and ex- 
pansion. Where would be our piety? where our patriotism? where 
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our industry? where any thing that is valuable in our conduct or ¢h., 
acters? were it not for the relations which we sustain to each other ;, 
the primitive family compact. “ 

Amongst our slaves, where shall we look for the magic influence of; 
mily relationship? The father knows not his own chldren. The ») 
dren know not in what degree of consanguinity they stand related to os, 
other. The mother—who will not shed a bitter tear ?—is a mot|y 4 
shame. Father, mother, brother, sister, husband, wife, those hous hold 
words, consecrated from our earlest infancy, and so intimately connected 
with our fondest recollections, and without which our mother tongye 
would be an utter blank, are te them, if ever heard, hollow and unneap, 
ing sounds. What happiness can result from such a state of society 
this, if it be proper to call such herding together a state of society? Every 
relationship may be called Marah embittered they are with poisonous 
ingredients, which, if it were not for the deadness and utter stupidity of 
the parties concerned, would be productive of misery unutterable, (a 
the fater dandle on his knees, as pledges of mutually endeared affection, 
the fruit of guilt and shame? Can a mother bear a burthen with cheer. 
fulness and alacrity, which must every moment remind her of faithlessnes: 
to her plighted engagements? What filial affection can we look for from 
those who have neither in their origin, norin their nurture, experienced 
a parent’s watchfulness, affection, or care? Point to the listless swine. 
and talk to me about bis pleasures and enjoyments ; point to the labor. 
ous ox, and tell me of his contentment and happiness; this I can hear: 
they have enjoyments suited to their natures ; but talk not to me of wel 
fed and well clothed rational beings. Point not out to me comfortable 
stubles, where all the relationships of life are confounded, as the abode of 
purified hearts—as the residence of sanctified immortal natures. 

Unhappily the vice above alluded to, as producing such melancholj 
results to the slave population, is not confined to them alone, but bas 
greatly progressed, and is still rapidly progressing, and does absolute 
threaten to enclose within its deadly fangs one half of the whites like. 
wise. In very many places chastity finds no sanctuary except in thy 
white female bosom; and there alas, she retires not in the native habits 
of healthful gayety and cheerfulness, but in sadness and in sorrow! How 
often she is compelled to submit to the loathed embrace of pollution and 
filthiness need not be told! Her tears, her prayers, her imprecation 
may never be known until the day of final accounts ; but sure her invoce: 
tions will never be answered, while we suffer the African race to remail 
a degraded people in our country. 

Among all the vices of the human family, when its prevalance is grea, 
none are so destructive, none are so deadening, as that of incontinency. 
It saps the very foundation on which piety and virtue rest. If drunket- 
ness, or profanity, or covetousness debase or brutify the individuals a- 
dicted thereto, they do not nevertheless entirely destroy the ligaments 
that unite us together as social beings. Such is not the case with proms 
cuous sexual commerce. The mingling in such commerce of broties 
and sisters, and even of fathers and daughters, both in the white au 
colored race, is such a horrid mockery of the Jaws of Heavea, and di 
regard of decency and good order, as must smother every germ of virltt 
in the human breast; nor does the evil stop here, but spreads far alé 
wide. The father must ofte:. be compelled to treat his own child as 4 
slave ; the brother to sell brother to merchants more unprincipled that 
Ishmaelites ; the mistress—but why pursue this painful digression tarthe! 
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Modesty would fain cast her mantle over the whole subject, and conceal 
(rom public gaze and scrutiny the follies and the crimes of offending fel- 
iwecitizens ; but truth and duty have demands which are paramount to 
‘others. Let us not however contemplate these errors, these offences 
with emb.ttered feelings toward the offenders themselves, but rather let 
ns call to remembrance the admonition, “ who maketh youtodiffer!”’ Let 
ys not forget that it is entirely Providential that we are not as they are ; 
for most assuredly the same cause would produce the very same results 
athe most virtuous community on earth. 

However obvious it may be that no people can enjoy happiness either 
large in amount, or refined in nature, where family relationships are un- 
known, it is not owing to this alone, that slavery, as it exists with us, 
produces all its baleful consequences. In order that man may be con- 
tented and happy, due attention must be paid to the discharge of every 
relative and social duty. How can this be properly done in a state of 
bondage! It is not denied, but that something can be accomplished by 
continued and properly directed efforts, yet it 1s abundantly plain that 
the relation of master and slave, in its practical operation, is one of a 
most unhappy character. If you urge the slave to industry he must be 
credulous indeed, if he does not suspect you of sinister intentions, since 
you reap all the fruits thereof, without putting one of your fing :rs to the 
burden. If you urge upon him the obligations of honesty, he must at 
nce discover you are here an interested monitor, as you alone are likely 
tobe benefited by the practice on his part of this virtue; he must sus- 
pect too that such advice is hypocritical in its origin when he sees all the 
produce of his toil appropriated by his advisers for their own benefit 
without remorse. Talk to him of piety, of purity, or any thing that tends 
to holiness of life and elevation of character ; can he believe you sincere, 
when he is daily compelled to witness the violation of his wife, his daugh- 
ters, and all that are connected with him? Will he readily learn to rev- 
erence that Name, which he hourly hears profaned ; and the sanctity of 
whose laws ine habitually sees disregarded and trampled under foot by 
those whom he looks upon as his superiors? Urge upon him the per- 
formance of parental duties and the obligations he owes his country ; 
alas, if he have children which he can call his own he has no authority 
over them! and is he not likely inwardly to curse that country which has 
heaped upon him such multiplied and intolerable woes ? 

The very fact that the slave is exempt from the care of providing for 
himself and family, and of participating in the services and honors of the 
State, instead of producing a healthful action in either a mental, moral 
or physical point of view, is calculated to engender, not only the dead- 
ness, but the corruption of the grave. Many persons from a mistaken 
view of the subject, seem to think that to be released from the cares and 
anxieties of lite, is the ne plus ultra of human happiness. Wonderful 
conclusion! Let such remember the words of the poet— 











































































Life’s cares are comforts; such by heaven designed ; 
He that has none must make them, or be wretcued. 





It is indeed natural enough when disappointed and perplexed and dis- 
quieted with the follies, and the vices, and the ingratitude of those around 
us, and our own want of fortitude to stan! erect in a back-sliding age, 
to wish for the wings of a dove that we might fly to the wilderness and 
be at rest; but it is vain to think of flying from ourselves. The disease 
ues Within us; and while the vulture is preying on our vitals. Whether 





























~~ - 




















ee 





























—— -~ ahem . ° ~ 
ARES ea ee 
ae 









































































































































358 Our Colored Population. 


RAMI eee ee ee 


our residence be the city, the country, the wilderness, or the desert, - 
relief must be expecte d. Let these moral lunatics try the experiment— 
let them intrust their temporal affairs in the hands of guardians faith 
as the hours—let them juxuriate in all the pleasures of indolent et 
fulness—let them forget if they can, that they have a friend, a family, or 
a country—let them feast with all the zest of an Epicurian, on all the 
luxuries with which a bountiful Providence can supply them—let the 
feast the soul too with holy contemplation, undisturbed by a solitary 1 
trusion of a family duty or a state concern—let them say to their souls 
soul thou hast much goods laid up for many years, take thine ease, eat 
drink and be merry ”—let them do this and whatever else the "y may de. 
sire, and then tell us, what is the happiness of the slave, even when he js 
released from toil and the dread of chastisement ? 

Nor is the principle of amor patrie more conducive to the welfare oj 
the state, than necessary to the perfection of individual happiness. How 
degraded and unhappy that man must be, “ who never to himself hah 
said, thisis my own, my native land.” With all our stimulents of family, of 
friends and of country, how languid are our aspirations ; how feeble ar 
our resolutions ; how ready are we to faint in the performance of duty; 
how apt to give ourselves up to despair and despondency, and to suffer 
our corruptions to resume their native empire and sway Ww ithout control, 
a leaden sceptre o’er allthe realm within us, prostrating every monument 
erected in honor of the virtues? If such be the case with those who 
have been early and assiduously instructed in the principles of duty, and 
who have every inducement which can operate either on their hopes or 
their fears to sustain them, what must be the condition of those, to whos 
hearts hope and fear is alike inaccessible? When shall we cease to 
reason about the black man as we do about the beasts that perish? When 
sha!! we regard him as a rational, intelligent, accountable agent, capable 
of cherishing the holier affections; capable too of practicing the sub- 
stantial virtues? That man would be regarded as worthy of the severe st 
moral censure which an injured and insulted community could inflict, if 
indeed he should not be treated as a fit subject for bedlam, who would 
venture to assert that in reference to mankind generally, delicacy of taste, 
refinement of passion, purity of affection, and elevation of sentiment, 
stood no way related to or connected with his enjoyments here on earti: 
and yet we often hear it almost in so many words triumphantly proclaim- 
ed that our slaves are the happiest of mortals, notwithstanding that wil 
respect to every thing of a mental or moral nature, there is ofien no 
more attention paid to them, than there 1s to the poultry running in our 
yards, 

Despots may sway an iron sceptre over their prostrate subjects ; they 
may despoil them of their goods ; they may tyrannize over their persons; 
they may exact cruel and unreasonable services; they may deluge the 
earth with their blood ; they may desolate whole provinces, causing deati 
and pestilence to stalk through the land, breathing from their nos! 
horror, disease and death; but the cardinal fuuntains of human wae 
ness, they cannot or dare not touch. Amidst the wreck of empires the tes 
of kindred remain unbroken. Whilst States are crumbling into atoms 
the husband, the wife, the parent, the ch.ld, will be objects of still more 
endeared affection. That ruler would be a madman and not a tyra! 
who would attempt to destroy or pollute those original bonds of virtue 
and cohcring elements, which bind together and cement the otherwis? 
discordant materials, which compose the body politic, Examine the his- 
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wry of the world ; cast your eyes around ; scrutinize the dark places of 
che earth—the habitations of cruelty; and no where will you find a peo- 
. whore all that is dear to us as rational beings, all that 1s necessary to 
= ys accountable moral agents, all that is requisite to the perfection of 
wr nature, is so completely in ruins as among our Slaves, and others 
=milarly situated. The untutored savage roaming the pathless wilder- 
ness, gieaning a scant and precarious subsistence from the chase, the 
pe am, or the wild fruits that nature has scattered sparingly around him, 
. not without incentives to noble and generous deeds. His ambition 
may be fired by the fame of martial prowess and renown. Simple as 
his conceptions are, wisdom may drop from his lips with oracular author- 
‘y and sanctity ; rude and uncultivated as he js, yet superior taste and 
-finement may be awarded him by the world in which he shines. These 
hings are relative in their nature, and that half starved and naked crea- 
wre, who first paddled his bark canoe along treacherous streams and 
through distant stormy lakes, amidst bands of hostile foes, may return to 
his native hamlet, with all the eclat, and self-importance, and complacen- 
y, which awaited the mariner who first circumnnavigated the mighty globe 
» which we live. Not such is the condition of the bond-man; every 
pening to ambition being hermetically sealed, every spring that 
urges to generous emulation entirely unelastic and inoperative, his high- 
est praise is to escape censure, his greatest reward not to receive the 


asi. 

Here I must pause as my sheet ts pretty well filled; and here I think 
with the unpreju.liced I may rest the argument on this branch of the sub- 
ct. If there be those who will still contend that slavery as generally 


practiced in our country is not subversive of virtue and happiness, we 
may say to them as God said of old to the incorrigible Israelites, 
“Ephraim is joined to his idols let him alone.” Other views might be 
given, and as a very strict adherence to a methodical arrangement is no 
part of my plan, more may be said on this head in some future commu- 


nication. A, R. 


Art. VI. Warnings of a French Catholic P.iest to the American 
People. 

A work from the New-York press has lately made its appearance, en- 
titled, * Contessions of a French Catholic Priest—To which are added 
Warnings to the People of the United States, by the same Author—Ed- 
ited by Samuel F. B. Morse, A. M., Professor, &c. &c., in the Univer- 
sity of New-York.”—Mr. Morse in his Preface says, ** This work, the 
production of a trench gentleman now in this country, who was but 
ately a Roman Catholic priest, has been put into my hands by him for 
revision and publication. It cannot fail at this time of being deeply in- 
teresting. Some parts, indeed, are of the greatest political importance, 


¢ 


ior they add to the proof of a systetnatic design in Europe to create a 
Popish party in this country ; for what purpose it is not difficult to con- 
jecture. The alarm which has been sounded of foreign conspiracy, it 
will be seen by some further evidence adduced in that part of the work 
entitled, “ Warnings to the American People,” is neither without founda- 
“ion, nor premature. Whatever opinion some may form as to the charac- 
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ter of this modern crusade, whether they consider it rational or QUIXotic 
whether harmless or dangerous, the fact of the existence of such a on, 
sade cannot admit of a doubt. The testimony is here given of one hired 
was but lately in the enemy’s camp, and was designed by that enemy; 
act a prominent part as a priest, at a future day in this country, to be ey. 
ployed in extending Popery.” . 

On the title-page there is this motto, ‘‘ American liberty can be do. 
stroyed only by the Popish Clergy.”—Lafayette. With respect to this 
declaration of Lafayette, Mr. Morse, in a note, adds—* It may pot bp 
amiss here to state, that the declaration of Lafayette in the motto " 
question was repeated by him to more than one American. The yery 
last interview which I had with Lafayette on the morning of my ¢¢. 
parture from Paris, full of his usual concern for America, he made ys 
of the same warning; and ina letter which I received from him but, 
few days after at Havre, he alludes to the whole subject, with the hope 
expressed that I would make known the real state of things in Europe 
to my countrymen; at the same time charging it upon me as a sacred 
duty as an American, to acquaint them with the fears which were ep. 
tertained by the friends of republican liberty, in regard to our country, 
If I have laboured with any success to arouse the attention of my coup. 
trymen to the dangers foreseen by Lafayette, I owe it in a great degres 
to having acted in conformity to his often repeated injunctions.” 

The ‘ Confessions” contained in this work are doubtless genuine and 
true. Indeed, they are of such a character as might be expected from 
one who had been a zealous devotee of the Popish system, but has been 
brought to see its monstrosity and vileness. The extract below forms 
the concluding part of that portion of the work entitled, “ Warnings to 
the American People,” and let our readers peruse it with attention. 

Americans of every age, of every rank, magistrates and citizens, rich 
and poor, clergy and laity, by all that is dearest to you, let a single feel- 
ing animate you; unite your ranks as in the day of a battle, and if your 
foe attempts to introduce himself here, to creep in among you, let him 
meet every where an impenetrable wall; if he proposes to you to ex- 
chan-e the simple and pure faith of your fathers for his fanaticisms and 
euperstitions, your liberty for his thraldom, answer as you would answer 
if any tyrant should propose to you to surrender your national flag and 
betray your country. 

Such is the duty of every American, however you may be divided. 
Some ambitious men, I am informed, are to be found among you, hungry 
for power, who do not blush to make use of Catholics to compass their 
ends at the elections. Do those men belong to that American people 
whose fidelity, union, and devotion, sixty years ago, astonished Europe 
and commanded the admi: ation of the world? In the days of your im- 
mortal struggle you had but one Arnold to betray the noble cause, and 
his name is dishonoured for ever ; and now, Americans, forgetful of their 
origin, of their duty and country, forgetful of the patriotism of their 
fathers, of the blood which flows in their veins, buy and beg the very 
voices of their enemies, of Roman Catholic priests. This only fact is an 
awful symptom, and proves but too truly that my fears are well-founded. 

But perhaps those misguided, ambitious men do not know the enemy 
with whom they would join themselves. Let them open their eyes then, 
and Jearn what true Catholics, and especially what priests, have lately 
done in the elections of France. The history of past events is a lesson 
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for the present day. When Louis XVIII. in 1819 granted his charter, 
which gave some rights to the French, all the true Catholics, and the 

ervey above all, chafed by this recognition of the people *s rights, left no 
ywans untried to violate and distort it, till they destroyed it by the ordi- 
ances of July, 18 40. During this long struggle of fifteen years, between 
{bsolutism and Liberalism, my fellow priests used all their power to re- 
vive their party, especially on the great day of elections. Then our 
bishops, (creatures of the king.) sent us their circulars, in order to warm 
our zeal and ardour. 

And we, the faithful slaves of our spiritual Superiors, used ail our influ- 
ence—made public p:ayers for good elections ; we preached in the pulpit 
to our parishioners, In the catechism to the boys, in the confessional to 
every body, that Liberalism (or the party of Liberty) was a guilty heresy ; 
it was a mortal sin to give one’s voice for this party, and we tried by 
every means to dishonour and tarnish its adherents.* The throne and 
the altar was the watch-word, was the enjoined text of all our dis- 
courses. We required in confession rigorously, from the electors, the 
name and opinion of their candidates, obliged them to vote according to 
our direction, under pain of refusal ot absolution.t If electors themselves 
did not come to the confession, we had their wives and daughters; and 
we recommended to them that they should employ all their influence to 
make their fathers and husbands of our party. 

The government, which relied upon our zeal, which knew that its in- 
terests Were ours, instituted many societies of itinerant missionaries, 
They went from city to city, from village to village, to revive the ashes of 
Catholicism and preach servitude. They formed brotherhoods and as- 
sociations of both sexes, in which they enlisted the most devoted knights 
of their religion and royalism, the most ardent foes of liberty. And 
(striking circumstance, the best proof of the truth of my observations.) 
all the deputies named by the country electors were enemies of liberty 
and of the press, because those country electors were under the influence 
of curates ; while in the cities the electors, more free and learned, chose 
deputies who were friends of freedom. 

But when our party} saw that all its exertions were vain and useless, 
it introduced into the court of Charles X., about 1826, a secret ecclesi- 
astic council, composed of the cardinals Da la Fare and De Latil, arch- 
bishops of Rouen and Rheims, the archbishops of Paris, M. De Guelen, 
and some pious laymen, worthy of their holy society. This council, 
called the Camarilla, directed all the acts of government, forced the 
public functionaries to go to confession, required from ail the candidates 
to public situations an attestation of Catholic and Royalist principles de- 
livered by the curate, pressed the unhappy Charles X. to name his stupid 
ministry of the 8th of August 1829; and at length, to issue the fatal ordi- 
nances of July 1830. Thus has the Popish clergy lengthened the strug- 
gle of liberty, and compromised the well-being of thirty-three millions 


I 


* A siogular proof of the natural hatred of the clergy for liberty, is that Lafayette is rep. 
resented by them as a verybad man. In order to judge of this hero’s character, it was neces- 
sary for me to come to America. 

t In the year 1833 the author assisted at the adm:nistration of the last sacraments toa 
dying country gentieman. ‘The origin of his fortune was questionable, and he was a member 
of the Liberal party. His priest enjoined him, in order to legitimate his riches, to make 
some donations to the church, but as for his vote, the priest compelled him to call in his fami- 
ly, to beg pardon for the scandal of having given in big vote to a Liberal man, and to 
beseech his eldest son not to follow his example. 

+As I was only a secondary wheel of this infernal machinery, I know not all its secrets ; 
Dut these few revelations are true to the letter. 
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of Frenchmen ; thus it has divided them into two camps of mortal ene. 
mies ; thus, at last, has it ingloriously crowned the long story of its cruel. 
ty and oppression in my unfortunate country. 

Since the accession of Louis Philip, the priests have kindled again 
the flames of civil war. They have sprinkled again with holy water th 

guns and pick-axes of the poor and slavish peasants of La V endee* and 
Britagny, tu raise them against the popular throne. But this new crime 
has ended, after some bloody fights, in bringing on La Vendee an army 
of thirty thousand seldiers, who, at the present time, crush this province, the 
tool of its priests ; and the clergy, seeing that Philip becomes from day to 
day as despotic as his predecessors, rallies itself around him, and unites 
once more the throne and the altar. Such as these are the men with 
whom you ally yourselves, Americans ; whose suffrages you beg, whose 
assistance you ask, in your elections; these are the men with w hom you 
would divide the future destinies of your country. I wish you would 
but look at the history of Popery, and examine and see if ever a Catho. 
lic country has been happy. 

Ame ricans, be united as the stars upon your flag against these Catho. 
lics’ designs. Open your eves and see. Popery ov erflows , Invades you, 
and you are not aware of it; it strides with the steps of a giant to the 
conquest of your glorious land; and you do not resist it ; yea, you stretch 
out your hand to it. It is awake, but vou asleep ; it is zealous, busy, 
and you remain in rest and indolence ; like the spider which extends its 
web, it lays its snares in secret, and you will not perceive it. The result 
of such a blindness cannot be uncertain. When I see your tranquility 
and your security, I can easily conceive their hopes, designs, and triumphs, 
You will never understand the great importance? which the Pope sets 
upon the conquest of America. He knows that Europe escapes from his 
power, and he wishes to indemnify himself with the new world. How 
many times have I heard, and have myself said, that “ the light of Cath- 
olicism would ere long be out in the ancient continent, but would be re- 
newed in America!” Like the sun, which seems to descend below the 
horizon to lighten another hemisphere. 

The Pope 1 is now making a desperate exertion with men and money 
to accomplish this purpose. That diabolical institution for the propaga- 
tion of the faith,t (a member of which I was, and which I have increas- 
ed with my savings) puts immense sums of money at the disposal of the 
Pope, As inthe time of Luther, the Catholics exchanged their weekly 
offering for some years of indulgence, as formerly Leo *X. sold indulgen- 

ces to build St. Peters at Rome, now Gregory XVI. sells the same good 

to catholocise and subdue America. Three centuries have rolled away, 
and obstinate Popery, without being corrected by the hard lessons of 
experience, perseveres in its abominable course. 

Astonishing prodigy ! None in France, among its thirty-three millions 
of inhabitants, none in this celebrated and proud | nineteenth century dares 
or even wishes to raise his voice against such an immorality. On the 





*Every body knows that La Vandee has been devastated by sword and flames, and unpeo- 
pled, in its wars excited by its priests against the republic in 1793-4. ‘They attempted in 
1830 to renew the same horror, but Philip has employed the most rigorous and oppressive 
measures to prevent it. 

tThis Association is divided into ‘‘ decuries,”’ or collection of ten members; ‘“ centu- 
ries,’ or collection of one hundred ; and * sections,”’ or collection of one thousand. Each 
member receives indulgences ; but the officers or chiefs of ** decurie,”’ *centurie,’’ &c., 
have much greater favors. The least of this Association is the day of St Francis Xavier, 
the apostle of the Indies, the 6th of February, I believe. 
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-ontrary. every good Catholic groans and sighs bitterly for the blindness 
of the misled millions of America, is earnest in offering his money for 
their conversion. Men, women, servants, boys, atone for their sins with 
the money which passes? into the hands of the Pope for the propagation 
of the faith in America. The letters of missionaries* are printed in 
each month, and published every where, at the expense of the selling of 
‘ndulgences. In those letters, as in the old legends of monasteries, 
daily prodigies, miracles, visible assistance of God, &c., are stated as a 
proof of their divine mission. But the Protestants, and above al! your 
ministers, are treated with their usual Catholic charity ; your indepen- 
dence and press are treated as the true Pandora box of the world. are 
shown as a capital obstacle to the complete introduction of Catholicism. 
To warm our Zeal in the seminaries, those accounts are faithfully read 
daily; and in each year, young priests brought up in ignorance, preju- 
dices, superstitions, and hatred of all freedom, set out with large sums 
the price of indulgences) to destroy the plague of Protestantism, and in- 
craft Popery in its stead,t 

So many exertions. indeed, are crowned with some success. Listen 
to their oracles: “IN THIRTY YEARS HERESY WILL BE DESTROYED IX TIE 
Unrep States,” (Annals of Propag. of Faith.) Do you understand, 
Americans? In thirty years. The author of this prophecy is a grand 
vicar, Who knows well his resources and means of success. Perhaps 
this may appear incredible and even absurd, But compare the present 
state of the Roman religion in your country with its state thirty years 
go. If some time since any friend of America had told you that you 
should see on your soil, convents, monasteries, and seminaries, the asy- 
lums of seduction and idleness, you would have laughed at this predic- 
tion. Would it have been groundless. however? Your land is covered 
with those institutions of Catholics, who, under the shelter of your Jaws, 
taking advantage of American liberty, give themselves up to the cloister 
life, recruit their army of both sexes; and you cannot penetrate within 
those retreats, and their number increases every day. 

Thus Popery invades you in spite of your riches, learning, and civili- 
zation; no barriers, no gates, no seas can stop it. 

While in Europe mankind begins to breathe from the Papal yoke, 
while one hopes that all the exertions of the Pope to assume again his 
former tyranny will be like the arrow darted by the trembling hand of 
old Priam, while every friend of his fellow-creatures sees with delight that 
Catholicism is nearly at an end in many countries of Europe; in Amer- 
ica, on the contrary, it scems to grow youthful and vigorous, as in the 
days of its brightest triumphs. Never, perhaps, in any country has it 
strided on so victoriously. In America it spreads the same net which 
has in former times entrapped Europe ; that net which a bloody struggle 
and prodigious endeavours have been necessary to cast off, 


*Those letters are carefully reviewed, corrected, and embe'lished by the directors, and 
adapted to their purpose, for often they are not fit for printing. I saw one froma Mr. 
Bur—, which would have shamed a boy of ten years of age: there was not a line without a 
fault. But inthe Monthly Review the same letter cuts quite a different figure. 

tl was destined myself to be a missionary in North America by my Superiors, who said 
that my zeal and talents would be useful to the glory of Godand the Church. Happily my 
health prevented me. I sent only some francs for the conversion of souls, which I could not 
enligiten personally. 

tlhe to!lowing was the state of Popery in the United States in 1835 :—1 archbishop; 10 
bishops ; 300 resident priests, independent of those in the colleges and convents ; 300 mass 
houses, either erected or finishing; |0 colleges; 28 male and female convents; 35 semina- 
ries for youth; 16 orphan asylums, ell under the charge of Jesuits or nuns. 
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What! Shall your beautiful America, which without Passing throust 
the tedious period of childhood or youth, has sprung with one leap ee 
level with the nations of the old world ; which was born great, rich, and 
fully formed, as Minerva sprang quite armed from the head of Jupiter: 
shall she be destined to undergo the fatal influence of Popery? Sha) 
the vulture who has gnawed the entrails of Europe for so many ceniy. 
ries, alight on and drain the best blood of America ? ’ 

The priests are not yet strong enough to engage with you ina pitched 
battle, to attack openly your institutions, your liberty, your religiop, 
whose existence is incompatible with their designs. It is not yet strong 
enough to establish among you an inquisition, although the Pope has trus. 
ted the bishop of Charleston with this office, if we believe Mr. Morrisey, 
a Roman priest. It has not yet obtained Jaws, privileges, immunitics, 
and exemptions as in Europe, nor made America a large convent; but 
have they not multiplied those establishments of dirty monks, vicious and 
corrupted fellows, greedy and ravenous, unprofitable burthens to the 
earth, the fruit of which they devour? You have already 28 cloisters, 
It is not yet strong enough to preach an impious crusade against Here. 
tics, as it does in France* daily by the mandatory letters of bishops ; to 
shut your schools where the Bible is taught ; to interdict your Bible so- 
cieties, as it does in my country ; but it prepares its means; it creeps, it 
invades every thing gradually; and the day in which it will feel itself 
powerful enough to attack you close, the wrestling will be murderous 
and terrible. ‘The serpent is not yet strong enough to confront the vigo- 
rous claws and beak of the American Eagle ; wait till it become older, 
yea, feed it, protect it, that it may devour her. 

Americans, your carelessness reminds me of that of those people whom 
the hollow roaring of Vesuvius could not awiken from their lethargy; 
they were buried under the ruins of Pompeii and Herculaneum. You 
seem to wait for the fatal day of explosion. You perhaps charge me 
with exaggeration. Ah! when the thundering voice of Demosthenes so- 
licited the attention of the Athenians to the designs and invasions of 
Philip, the fickle Athenians charged him also with exaggeration, and re- 
fused to listen to his advice. The battle of Cheronea and the subjection 
of Greece were necessary to show them their fatal mistake. When the 
unfortunate Cassandra foretold to the Trojans the calamities which threat- 
ened their city, her councils met but with incredulity ; they opened their 
eyes only when Troy was in ablaze. I give you the same warning, let 
them not be lost ; let my predictions be not followed by a fatal fulfilment. 
Your forefathers bequeathed you a glorious liberty, purchased at the ex- 
pense of their blood ; it is a sacred duty to you to transmit it unspotted 
to your children. Will you bequeath them the slavery and darkness of 
Popery ? 





Art. VII. Precious Remedies against Satan’s Devices. 


We intend to publish in the Monitor, by piece-meal, a choice work, 
bearing the above title, written by the Rev. Thomas Brooks, an English 


*See the letters of all protestant ministers in France, who state the intolerance of the 
French bishops, and especially of a Mr. Durand, capitular grand vicar of Basangon, who 
says in his circular, that it is the duty of the Catholic to persecute the Protestant. The 
reading of the Bible is prevented as dangerous, and Bibles seized are burnt by curates. 
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divine, author of ‘s The Mute Christian,” “ Apples of Gold,” &c. &c. 
We believe that this Is a very rare work, and that few of our readers 
have ever seen It. Should it, however, prove otherwise—should we be- 
come assured that it 1s already in the hands of any considerable number 
of our subscribers, we can cease the publication of it at any time. For 
our part we consider the work as particularly valuable ; it is both inter- 
esting and edifying, and fully answers its ttle of “ Precious Remedies 
against Satan’s Devices.” The style is somewhat obsolete, and the work 
abounds with quaint expressions, which on the whole are rather pleasing 
on account of their point, pithiness and originality of thought. We know 
of no writer who excels the author in the number and aptness of his il- 
lustrations drawn both from sacred and profane history. We do not 
youch for the accuracy of every sentiment contained in it, but we believe 
here are few works of the same extent more free of errors. We, there- 
fore recommend it to the attentive perusal of the reader, hoping that he 
may derive the same pleasure and instruction from it that we have. 

2Cor. ii. 11. Lest Satan should get an advantage over us: for we 
are not ignorant of his devices. 

In the fifth verse the apostle shews, that the incestuous person had, by 
his incest, made sad those precious souls that God would not have made 
sad: souls that walk sinfully are Hazaels, to the godly, and draw many 
sighs and tears from them. Jeremiah weeps in secret for Judah’s sins; 
and Paul cannot speak of those belly-gods with dry eyes, Phil. iii. 18.— 
And Lot’s righteous soul was burthened, vexed, and racked, by the filthy 
Sodomites, 2 Pet.ii. 7, 8. Every sinful Sodomite was a Hazael to his 
eyes, a Hadadrimmon to his heart. Gracious souls used to mourn for 
other men’s sins as well as their own, and for their souls and sins who 
make a mock of sin, and a jest of damning their own souls. Guilt or 
grief, is all that gracious men get by communion with such vain persons, 
Ps. cxix. 136, 158, 

In the 6th verse he shews that the punishment that was inflicted upon 
the incestuous person, was sufficient, and therefore they should not re- 
fuse to receive him who had repented, and sorrowed for his former faults 
and follies. It is not for the honor of Christ, the credit of the gospel, nor 
the good of souls, for professors to be like those bloody wretches, that 
burnt some that recanted at the stake, saying, ‘That they would send 
them out of the worid while they were in a good mind.’ 

In the 7, 8, 9, and 10 verses, the apostle stirs up the church to forgive 
him, to comfort him, and to confirm their love towards him, lest he should 
be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow ; Satan going about to mix the 
detestable darnel of desperation, with the godly sorrow of a pure peni- 
tent heart. It was asweet saying of Jerome, ‘ Let a man grieve for his 
sin, and then joy for his grief; that sorrow for sin that keeps the soul 
from looking towards the mercy-seat, and that keeps Christ and the soul 
asunder, or that renders the soul unfit for the communion of saints, is a 
sinful sorrow. 

Inthe 11th verse, he lays down another reason to move them to shew 
pity to the penitent sinner, that was mourning under his sin and misery, 
1. e. ‘Lest Satan should get an advantage of us, for we are not ignorant 
of his devices.’ A little for the opening of the words. 

‘Lest Satan should get an advantage of us, lest Satan over-reach us. 
The comparison is taken from the greedy merchant, that seeketh and ta- 
keth all opportunities to beguile and deceive others. Satan is that wily 
merchant, that devoureth not widows’ houses, but many souls. 
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We are not ignorant of Satan’s devices, counsels, plots, machinatio», 
or stratagems; he is but a titular Christian, that hath not personal ey, 
rience of Satan’s stratagems, his set and composed machinations, 2 ; 
tificially moulded methods, his plots, darts, and depths, whereby he 
witted our first parents, and puts the cheat upon us still, as he sees oy, 
portunity. 

The main observation that I shall draw from these words, is this: 

‘ That Satan hath his several devices to deceive, entangle, and ruin the 
souls of men.’ 

I shall, 

1. Introduce the subject. 

2. Shew you his several devices. And, 

3. The remedies against his devices. 

4. How it comes to pass, that he hath so many several devices to de. 
ceive, entangle, and ruin the souls of men. 

5. 1 shall lay down some propositions concerning Satan’s devices, 

For the proof of the subject take these few scriptures, Ephes. vi, |), 
‘Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand agains 
the wiles of the devil’ The Greek word that is here rendered wil. 
is a notable emphatical word. 

1. It signifies such treacheries as come upon one’s back at unawares, 
It notes the method or way-layings of that old subtle serpent, who, like 
Dan’s adder in the path, biteth the heels of passengers, and thereby trans. 

fuseth his venom to the head and heart. The word signifies an ambusb- 
ment, or stratagem of war, whereby the enemy sets upon a man at un- 
awares. 

2. It signifies such snares as are sct to catch us in our road: a man 
waiks in his road, and thinks not of it; but suddenly he is taken by 
thieves, or falls into a pit, &c. , 

3. It signifies such as are purposely and craftily set for the taking the 
prey at the greatest advantage that can be; the Greek signifies properly a 
way-laying, circumvention, or going about, as they do which seek alter 
their prey. Julian by his craft drew more from the faith, than all his 
persecuting predecessors could do by their cruelty. So Satan doth more 
hurt in his sheep’s skin, than by roaring like a lion. 

Take one scripture more for the proof of the subject, and that is in 2 
Tim. ii. ult. ‘* And that they might recover themselves out of the snare 
of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.’ The Greek 
word that is here rendered recover themselves, signifies to awake them- 
selves ; the apostle alludeth to one that is asleep, or drunk, who is to be 
awakened and restored to his senses; and the Greek word that is here 
rendered taken captive, signifies to be taken alive ; the word is, properly, 
a warlike word, and signifies to be taken alive as soldiers are taken alive 
in the wars, or as birds are ensnared and taken alive by the fowler. Sa- 
tan hath snares for the wise and simple ; for generous and for timorous 
souls; for the rich and the poor; for the aged and for youth, &c. Happy 
are those who are not taken and held in the snares that he hath Jaid. 

(‘ne proof more, and then I will proceed to the opening of the subject, 
and that is in Rev. 11. 24. * But unto you I say, and unto the rest in 
Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which have not known 
the depths of Satan, as they speak, I will put upon you no other burthen, 
but to hold fast till I come.’ Those poor souls called their opinions the 
depths of God, when, indeed, they were the depths of Satan. You call 
your opinions depths, und so they are, but they are such depths as Satan 
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hath brought out of hell; they are the whisperings and hissings of that 
serpent, not the inspirations of God. So much by way of Introduction, 

Now I am to shew you his several devices; and herein I shal first 
chew you the device he hath to draw the soul to sin: I shall instance in 
these twelve, Which may bespeak our most serious consideration. 


PART I. 


Cuarrer I. His first Device to draw the soul to sin, is, To present 
the bait, and hide the hook ; to present the golden cup, and hide the poi- 
son; to present the sweet and the pleasure, that may flow into the soul 
by vielding to sin, and hide from the soul the wrath and misery that will 
certainly follow the committing of sin.* By this device he took our first 
parents, * And the serpent said unto the woman, ye shall not surely die. 
For God doth know, that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall 
be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.’ Your eyes 
shall be opened, and you shall be as gods; here is the bait, the sweet, 
the pleasure, the profit, Oh! but he hides the hook, the shame, the 
wrath, and the loss that would certainly follow. 

There is an opening of the eyes of the mind to contemplation and joy, 
and there is an opening of the eyes of the body to shame and confusion. 
He promiseth them the former, but intends the latter, and so cheats them, 
giving tiem an apple instead of Paradise: as he deals by thousands in the 
present day. Satan with ease puts fallacies upon us, by his golden baits, 
and then leads us, and leaves us in a fool’s paradise ; he promises the 
soul honor, pleasure, profit, &c, but pays it with the greatest contempt, 
shame, and loss, that can be; by a golden bait he labored to catch Christ. 
(Mat. iv. 8,9.) He shewed him the beauty and glory of the world, 
which doubtless would have taken many a carnal heart ; but here the 
devil’s fire fell upon wet tinder, ani therefore took not ; these tempting 
objects did not at all win upon his affections, but many have fallen for 
ever by tiis vile strumpet the world, who, by laying forth her two fair 
breasts of profit and pleasure, hath wounded their souls and cast them 
down into utter perdition :} she hath, by the glittering of her pomp and 
preferment, slain millions ; as the serpent Scytale, which, when she can- 
not overtake the fleeing passengers, doth, with her b-autiful colors, as- 
tonish and amaze them, so that they have no power to pass away till she 
have stung them to death. Adversity hath slain her thousands, but pros- 
perity her tens of thousands. Now the remedies against this device of 
the devil, are these : 

Remedy 1. Keep at the greatest distance from sin, and from playing 
with the golden bait that Satan holds forth to catch you; (see Rom. xi, 
9.) ‘Abhor that which is evil, &c.’ when we meet with any thing ex- 
tremely evil, and contrary to us. nature abhors it, and retires as far as it 
can from it. The Greek word that is here rendered abhor, is 
significant ; it signifies to hate it as hell itself, to hate it with horror. 

Anselm used to sav. That if he should see the shame of sin on the one 
hand, and the pains of hell on the other, and must of necessity choose 
one, he would rather be thrust into hell without sin, than go into heaven 
with it. It is our wisest and safest course to stand at the greatest distance 


very 


= to reduce D. Taylor, martyr, they promised him not only his pardon, but a bisho- 
prick. 


t+ Man 


them. Pray with Bernard, ** Grant us, Lord, that we may so partake of temporal felicity, 
that we may not lose eternal.’’ 


y are miserable by loving hurtful things, but they are more miserable by having 
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from sin; not to go near the house of the harlot, (Prov. v. 8,) but to 4, 
from all appearance of evil. (1 Thess. v. 22.) The best course to ag 
vent falling into the pit, is to keep at the greatest distance ;* he thar 2 " 
be so bold as to dance upon its brink, may find by woful experienc, 
that it is a righteous thing with God, that he should fall into it. Josey 
keeps at a distance from sin; David comes near the snare, and is take 
in it, and gets broken bones, a wounded conscience, and the frowns i 
God. ‘ 

Sin is a plague, yea, the greatest and most infectious plague jn th. 
world ; and yet, how few are there that so tremble at it, as to keep at 4 
distance fromit? (1 Cor. v. 6.) ‘Know ye not that a little leaven 
leaveneth the whole lump’ As soon as one sin had seized upon Adam’; 
heart, all sin entered into his soul and overspread it. How hath Adam’. 
one sin spread over all mankind; (Rom. v. 12.) ‘Wherefore, as by one 
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin ; and so death passed 
upon all men, for that all have sinned.’ Ah! how doth the father’s gj, 
infect the child, the husband infect the wife, the master the servant ?: 
The sin that is in one man’s heart, is able to infect the whole world, jt js 
of such a spreading and infectious nature. 

The story of the Italian, who first made his enemy deny God and then 
stabbed him, and so at once murdered both body and soul, declares the 
perfect malignity of sin; and Oh! that what hath been spoken upon this 
head, may prevail with you to stand at a distance from sin. 

Rem. 2. Consider that sin is but a bitter-sweet ; that seeming sweet 
that is in sin will quickly vanish, and lasting shame and _ sorrow 
will come in the room thereof: (Job xx. 12, 13, 14.) ‘Though 
wickedness be sweet in his mouth, though he hide it under his 
tongue, though he spare it, and forsake it not, but keep it still within 
his mouth, yet his meat in his bowels is turned, it is the ga!] of asps within 
him.’ Forbidden profits and pleasures are most pleasing to vain men, 
who count madness mirth, &c. Many long to be meddling with the 
murdering morsels of sin, which nourish not, but rend and consume the 
heart and soul that receives them.t Many eat that on earth, that they 
digest in hell; sin’s murdering morsels will deceive them that devour 
them. After the meal is ended, comes the reckoning: men must not 
think to dance and dine with the devil, and then to sup with Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven: to feed upon the poison of 
asps. and yet that the viper’s tongue should not slay them. 

Rem. 8. Solemnly consider, that sin will usher in the greatest losses 
that can be upon our souls ; it will usher in the loss of that divine favor 
that is better than life, and the loss of the ‘ joy that is unspeakable and ful! 
of glory,’ and the loss of ‘that peace that passeth understanding,’ and the 
loss of many outward desirable mercies, which otherwise the soul might 
have enjoyed. 

It was a sound and savory reply of an English captain, at the loss ot 


* It was a divine saying of a Heathen, ‘* That if there were no God to punish him, n 
devil to torment him, no hell to burn him, no man to see him, yet would he not sin tor the 
ugliness and filthiness of sin, and the grief of his own conscience.’’— Seneca. 

t * Evil communications corrupt good manners ;’ and by evil example, «pecially in supe- 
riors, much mischief is dune. Superiors cannot be too much upon their watci, in their 
lives and conduct.—D. 

t When the golden bait is set forth to catch us, we must s1y as Demosthenes the orator 
did of the beautiful Lais, when he was asked an excessive sum of money to behold her, “| 
will not buy repentance so dear; [am not soil! a merchant as to selj eternals fur tempo 
rals.’’—Plutarch. 
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Calais, when a proud F renchman scornfully demanded, “‘ When will vou 
+) Calais back again! he replied, ‘When your sins shall weigh 





jown ours. 
7 rs 4. Seriously consider, that sin is of a very deceitful and be- 
‘hing nature; sin is from the greatest deceiver, it is a child of his 
wn begetting, it is the ground of all the deceit in the world, and, in its 
wn nature, it is exceeding deceitful. ‘ Exhort one another daily, while 
it is called to- day, least any of vou be hardened through the deceitful- 
ness of sin.’ It ‘will kiss the soul, and pretend fair to it, and yet betray 
it | for ever; it will, with Delilah smile upon us, that it may betray us 
‘nto the hands of the devil, as she did Sampson into the hands of the 
Philistines. Sin gives Satan power over us, and advantage to accuse 
and lay claim to us, as those that wear his badge ; it is of a very be- 
itching nature, where it is upon the throne it so deceives, that the 
5 ar ‘annot leave it, though it — eternally by it.* Sin so 
bewitches the soul, that it makes it ‘call evil good, and good evil; 
hitter sweet, and sweet bitter ; light padi s, and ‘darkness light:’ and 
, soul thus bewitched with sin, will stand it out to the death, at the 
sword’s point with God: let God strike ‘and wound, and cut to the 
ery bone, yet the bewitched soul cares not, fears not, but will hold on 
7 a course ‘of wickedness, as you tay see in Pharaoh, Balaam, and 
Judas; tell such asoul, that sin is a viper that will certainly kill when 
itis not killed; that sin often kills secretly, insensibly, eternally, yet 
the deceived soul cannot, nor will not cease from sin. 

When the physicians told Theotimus, that except he did abstain from 
irunkenness and uncleanness, &c. he would lose his eyes; his heart was 
so bewitched 10 his sins that he answered, ‘ then farewell sweet light ;’ 
e had rather lose his eyes than leave his sin: so a man bewitched with 

, had rather lose God, Christ, heaven, and his own soul than part 
Wi ith his sin. 
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Cuapter IJ. The second Device of Satan to draw the soul to sin, is, 
By painting sin in virtuous colours. Satan knows, that if he should 
present sin in its own nature and dress, the soul would rather flee from 
, than yield to it, and therefore he presents it to us, painted and gilded 
wer with the name and shew of virtue, that we may more easily be 
overcome by it, and take more pleasure in committing it. Pride, he pre- 
sents to the soul under the name of neatness and cleanliness; covetous- 

(which the Apostle condems for idolatry) to be but good husbandry ; 

rv nness, good fellowship ; rioting, under the notion of liberality; 

aud wantonness is a trick of youth, &c.—The remedies against this 
device of Satan are these: 

Remedy 1. First, consider that sin is no less filthy, vile, and abomi- 
nable, for being coloured and painted with virtuous colours. A poison- 
us pillis no less poisonous because it is gilded over with gold; nor isa 
wolf less ravenous because he hath put on a sheep’s skin; nor is the 
devil less a devil, because he appears sometimes like an angel of light. 
So neither is sin less filthy and abominable, because it is painted over 
with fair colors. 

Rem, 2. The more sin is painted forth under the color of virtue, the 
more dangerous it is to the souls of men; this we see evident in these 
lays, by those very many souls that are turned out of the holy way, 








































* Which occasioned Chrysostome to say, when E ot Xia 1 the empress threatened | him, 
Go tell her, I fear nothing but sin. 
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into ways of highest vanity and folly, by Satan’s neat coloring over , 
and painting forth vice with the color of virtue. This is so notor) 
that I need but name it; the most dangerous vermin are too often foyp, 
under the fairest and sweetest flowers. So are the fairest and swe: 
names, upon the greatest and most horrible vices and errors that are ; 
the world. 

Rem. 3. Look on sin with that eye, which within a few hours y, 
shall see it. Ah souls! when you shall lie upon a dying bed, and stan, 
before a judgment seat, sin shall be unmasked, and its robes will be take» 
off, and then it shall appear more terrible than hell itself; then thy 
which formerly appeared most sweet, will appear most bitter, and th: 
which appeared most beautiful, will appear most ugly, and that which 
appeared most delightful, will then appear more dreadful to ‘the soy 
Ah! the shame, the pain, the horror, that the sight of sin, when jj 
dress is taken off, will raise in poor souls. Conscience will work at las: 
though for the present one may feel no fit of accusation. Laban showed 
himself at parting, and sin will be bitterness in the latter end, when j: 
shall appear to the soul in its own filthy nature. Oh! therefore Jook 
upon sin now, as you must look upon it to all eternity, and as God and 
conscience will present it to you another day. 

Rem. 4. Seriously consider, that even those very sins that Satay 
paints, and puts new names and colors upon, cost the best, the noblest 
even the life-blood of the Lord Jesus. That Christ should come froy 
the eternal bosom of his Father, to a region of sorrow and death; tha 
God should be ‘manifested in the flesh” the Creator made a creature: 
that he that was clothed with glory, should be wrapped with rags o1 
flesh; he that ‘filled heaven and earth with his glory,’ should be 
‘cradled in a manger ;’ that the power of God should fly from the weak- 
ness of man, the God of Israel go down into Egypt; that the God 
the Law should be subject to the Law; the God of circumcision, cir. 
cumcised ; that he who binds the devils in chains, should be tempted; 
that he whose is the world, and the fulness thereof, should hunger and 
thirst: that the God of strength should be weary, the judge of all fles! 
condemned, the God of life put to death: that he who is one with th 
Father, should cry out of misery, ‘My God, my God, why hast t! 
forsaken me l’* ‘That he who had ‘the keys of hell and deatii at his 
girdle,’ should lie in the sepulchre of another, having in his life-time, 
‘no where to lay his head,’ nor after death to lay his body: that that 
head before which the angels cast down their crowns, shou!d ‘ be crovu- 
ed with thorns:’ and those eyes purer than the sun, put out by t 
darkness of death; those ears which hear nothing but hallelujahs o! 
saints and angels, to hear the blasphemies of the multitude ; that fac 
that was fairer than the sons of men, to be spit on by those beast) 
wietched Jews; that mouth and tongue ‘that spake as never mai 
spake,’ accused for blasphemy; those hands that freely swayed the 
sceptre of heaven, and those ‘feet like unto fine brass,’ nailed to th 
cross for man’s sins; each sense annoyed, his feeling or touching wi! 
a spear and nails; his smell with stinking savour, being crucified al 
Golyotha, the place of skulls ; his taste with vinegar and gall; his hea’- 





* One of the Rabbins, when he read what bitter torments the Messiah should suf 
when lie came into the world, cried out, ‘* Let the Messiah come, but let not me see hi! 
Dionysius being in Egypt, at the time of Christ’s suffering, and seeing an eclipse 0! ''* 
sun, and knowing it to be contrary to nature, cried out, ‘‘ Either the God of nature suffers 
or the frame of the world wil! be dissolved.’’ 
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ng with reproaches, and the sight of his mother and disc iples bemoan- 

= ibane his soul comfortless and forsaken, and all this for these very 

which Satan paints, and puts fine colors upon; Oh! how should 

onsideration of this stir up the soul against it, and induce the soul 

to from it, and to use all holy means, whereby sin may be subdued 
nd de strove d.* 

After Julius Caesar was murdered, Antonius brought forth his coat all 
bloody, and cut, and laid it before the people, saying, ‘Look, here you 
have your emperor's Coat, thus bloody and torn;’ where upon the peo- 
e were presently in an uproar, and cried out to sl Ly those murderers ; 


| > 


and they took their tables and stools that were in the place, and set them 
a fire, and run to the houses of them that had slain C Cesar. and burnt 
them. So when we consider that sin hath slain our Lord Jesus, ah! 
how should it provoke our hearts to be revenged on sin, that hath mur- 
red the Lord of glory, and hath done that mischief, that all the devils 
in hell could not have done. 
Jl was good counsel one gave, ‘ Never let go ovt of your mind, the 
houghts of a crucified C hrist:’ let these be meat and drink unto you ; 
let them be your sweetness and consolation; your noney, and your de- 
your reading and your meditation; your life, death, and resurrec- 


Cuaprer III. The third Device that Satan hath to draw the soul to 
sin, is, By extenuating of sin. As Lot said of Zoar. ‘It is but a little 
one, and my soul shall live :’ Gen. xix. 20, alas, saith Satan, it is but a 
very little sin you stick so at: you may commit it without any danger 
to your soul, you may commit it, and yet your soul shall live-—The 
remedies against this device of Satan, are these: 

Remedy 1. First, solemnly consider, that those sins which we are 
apt to account small, have brought upon meu the greatest wrath of 
God.f - The least sin is contrary to the law, the nature, the being, and 
the glory of God; and therefore is often punished severely by him; 
and do we not see daily the vengeance of the Almighty falling upon 
the bodies, names, states, families and souls of men, for those sins that 

» but little ones in their eyes? Surely if we are not utterly left of 
God, and blinded by Satan, we cannot but see it. Oh therefore! when 
Satan says it is but a little one, do thou say, oh! but those sins that thou 
callest little, are such as will cause God to send destruction upon sinners, 
as he did upon the Sodomites. 

Rem. 2. Seriously consider, that giving way to less sins, makes way 
for the committing of greater. He “that to avoid a greater sin, will 
yield to a less, ten thousand to one, but God in justice will leave that 
soul to fall into a greater. Sin is of an encroaching nature, it creeps on 
the soul by degrees, step by step, till it brings the soul to the ve ry 
height of sin.t David gives way to his wandering eye, and this led 


‘It is an excellent saying of Bernard, ‘¢ The more vile Christ made himself for us, the 
more dear he ought to be to us,”’ 

tDraco the rigid Law-giver, being asked why (when sins were not equal) he appointed 
death to ali ? answere od, ** He kuew that sins were not all equal, but he knew the least de 
served death.”’ So, though the sins of men be not all equal, yet the least of them deserves 

te nal de -ath. 

 fPe exxxvii 9. ‘* Happy shall he be that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the 
stones,’’ Hugo's gloss is pious, &c. ‘* Let there be nothing in thee of Babylon ; not only 
the grown men, but the little ones must be dashed against the stones ; not only great sins 
but tittle sins must be killed, or they will kill the soul for ever. 
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him to those foul sins that caused God to break his bones, and to ty,, 
his day into night, and to leave his soul in great darkness. Jacob 
Peter, and other saints, have found this true by woful experience, thar 
the yielding to a little sin, hath been the ushering in of a greater: thy 
little thief will open the door, and make way for the greater, and th, 
little wedge knocked in, will make w ay for the greater. Satan will first 
draw thee to sit with the drunkard, and then to sip with him, and they 
at last to be drunk with him; he first will draw thee to be unclean jy 
thy thoughts, and then to be so in thy looks, and then to be so in thy 
words, and at last to be unclean in thy practices: he will first draw 
thee to look on the golden wedge, and then to like it, and then to handle 
it, and at last by wicked ways to gain it, though thou runnest the haz. 
ard of losing God and thy soul for ever: as you may see in Gehazi 
Achan, and Judas, and many in these our days. ‘Sin is never ata 
stand,’ Ps. i. 1, first ungod/y, then sinners, then scorners ; here they go 
on from sin to sin, till they come to the top of sin, viz. ‘to sit in the 
seat of scorners,’ or as it is in the Septuagint, ‘to affect the honor of 
the chair of pestilence.’ 

Austin writing upon John, tells a story of a certain man, that was of 
an opinion that the devil made the fly, and not God ; saith one to him, 
if the devil made flies, the devil made worms, and not God, for they 
are living creatures as well as flies: true, said he, the devil made 
worms, but said the other, if the devil made worms, then he made birds, 
beasts, and man; he granted all: * Thus,’ saith St, Austin, ‘ by denying 
God in the fly, he came to deny God in man, and to deny the whole 
creation.’* 

By all this we see, that the yielding to less sins, draws the soul to 
the committing of greater. 

Ah! how many in these days are fallen, first to have low thoughts of 
scripture and ordmances, and then to slight them, and then to make a 
nose of wax of them, and then to cast them off, and at last, to auvance 
and lift up themselves, and Christ dishonoring, and soul-damning opin- 
ions, above scripture and ordinances. Sin gains upon man’s soul by in- 
sensible degrees. Eccl. x. 15. ‘The beginning of the words of his 
mouth is foolishness, and the end of his talking is mischievous maduess.” 
When a man hath begun to sin, he knows not where, or when, or how 
he shall make an end; usually the soul goes on from evil to evil, from 
folly to folly, till it be ripe for eternal misery. 

Rem. 3. Against this third device that Satan hath to draw the sou! 
to sin, is, solemnly to consider, that it is sad to stand wi-h God fora 
trifle: ‘Dives would not give a crumb,’ Luke xvi. 21. therefore he 
should not receive a drop; itis the greatest folly in the world to adven- 
ture going to hell for a small matter. ‘1 tasted but a little honey,’ said 
Jonathan, ‘and I must die,’ 1 Sam. xiv. 43. It is a most unkind and 
unfaithful thing to part with God for a little; little sins carry with them 
but little temptations to sin. and then a man shews most viciousness and 
unkindness, when he sins by a little temptation. It is devilish to sin 
without a temptation, it is little less than devilish to sin on a little occa- 
sion ;f the less the temptation is to sin, the greater is that sin; Sauls 


“An Italian having found his enemy at advantage, promised if “he w ould deny his faith 
would save his life: he to save his life, denied his faith, which having done, he stabbe ed 
him, rejvicing that by this, he had at one time, taken revenge both on body and soul. 

tit was a vexation to king Lysimachus, that his staying to drink one small draugiit of 
water lost him his kingdom : and so it will eternally vex some souls at last, that for some 


one little sin (compared with great transgressions) they have lost God, heaven, and theit 
souls for ever. 
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<in in not staying for Samuel, was not so much in the matter, but it was 
‘hin the evil of it, for though S-nuel had not come at all, yet Saul 
uld not have offered sacrifice, ut this cost him his life and king- 


mu 
jom. 

it is the greatest unkindness that can be shewed to a friend, to hazard 
wounding and grieving of his soul upon a slight occasion: So it is the 
reatest unkindness that we can shew to God, Christ, and the Spirit, to 
put God upon compiaining, Uhrist upon bleeding, and the Spirit upon 
rrieving, by vielding to little sins; therefore, when Satan says it is but 
s little one, answer, that oftentimes there is the greatest unkindness 
siewed to God’s glorious majesty, in committing the least folly, and 
therefore thou wilt not displease thy best and greatest friend, by 

lding to his least enemy. 

Rem. 4. Against this device of Satan, seriously consider, that there 

great danger, yea, many times most danger in the smallest sins. ‘A 
little leaven leaveneth the whole lump,’ 1 Cor. v.6. If the serpent 
wind in his head, he will draw in his whole body after. Little sins 
{ten steal into the soul, and breed, and work secretly* and undiscerni- 

ly in the soul, till they come to be so strong, as to trample npon and 
destroy it: there is oftentimes greatest danger to our bodies in the 
east diseases, because we are apt to make light of them, and to neglect 

: timely use of means to remove them, till the »y grow so strong, that 
they prove mortal to us: so there is often most danger in the least sins, 
eare apt to take no notice of them, and to neglect those heavenly 
he Ips whereby they should be we sakened and destroyed, till they are 

own to that strength, that we are ready tocry out, the medicine is 
ate weak for the disease; I would pray, and I would hear, but I am 
afraid that sin is grown up by degrees to such a head, that I shall never 
be able to prev ail over it; but as I have begun to fall, so I shall utterly 
fall before it, and at last perish in it, unless the power and free grace 
of Christ appear for me gloriously, beyond my present appreher ision 
und expectation. The viper is killed by the little young ones that are 
nourished and cherished in her belly : so are many men eternally killed 
and betraved by the little sins (as they call them) that are nourished in 
their own bosoms. 

A little hole in a ship-sinks it; a small breach in a sea-bank carries 
away all before it; a little stab in the heart kills a man; and alittle sin, 
without a great deal of mercy, will damn him.t 

Rem. 5. Against this device of Satan, solemnly consider, that other 
saints have chosen to suffer the worst of torments, rather than they 
would commit the least sin; i. e. such as are so in the world’s account; 
as you may see in Daniel and his companions, who would rather choose 
to burn, and be cast to the lions, than bow to the image that Nebuchad- 
nezzar had setup. When this Peccadillo, (in the world’s account) and 
a hot fiery furnace stood in competition, and they must either fall into 
sin, or be cast into the fiery furnace, such was their tenderness of 
the honor and glory of God, and their hatred and indignation against 
sin, that they would rather burn than sin. 


t 


+ 
4 


"Cesar was stabbed with bodkins,—Pope Adrian was choaked with a gnat,—A scorpion 

little, yet able to sting a lion to death,—A mouse is but little, yet killeth an elephant, if 
he eget up into his trank,—The leopard being great, is poisoned with a head of gurlick,— 
The sma lest errors prove many times the most dangerous. 

tOne little miscarriage doth, in the eyes of the world, overshadow all a Christian’s graces, 
as one cloud doth sometimes overshadow the whole body of the sun. 
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I have read of that noble servant of God, Marcus Arethusius, minis 
ter of a church in the time of Constantine, who, in Constantine’s time 
had been the cause of overthrowing an idol’s temple ; afterwards, whey 
Julian came to be emperor, be insisted the people of that place shoyls 
build it up again; they were ready to do it, but he refused; where. 
upon, those that were his own people, to whom he preached, took him, 
and stripped him of all his clothes, and abused his naked body, and ex. 
posed it to children, to lance it with their pen-knives, and then caused 
him to be put in a basket, and anointed him with honey, and set him 
in the sun to be stung with wasps; and all this cruelty they shewed. 
because he would not do any thing towards building up this idol temple; 
nay, they came to this, that if he would do but the least towards it, jj 
he would give but a half-penny to it, they would save him ; but he re. 
fused all, though the giving of a half-penny might have saved his |ife- 
and in so doing, he only lived up to that principle that most Christians 
talk of, and all profess, but which few come up to, viz. * That we must 
choose rather to sufler the worst of torments that men and devils cap 
invent and inflict, than to commit the least sin, whereby God should be 
dishonored, our conscience wounded, religion reproached, and our own 
souls endangered.’ 

Rem. 6. Scriously consider, that the soul is never able to stand under 
the guilt and weight of the least sin, when God shall set it home upon 
it; the least sin will press and sink the stoutest sinner as low as hell, 
when God shall open his eyes, and make him see the horrid filthiness, 
and abominable vileness of sin. What so little, base, and vile creatures 
as lice or gnats?’ And yet by these poor little creatures, God so plagued 
stout-hearted Pharaoh, and all Egypt, that fainting under it, they were 
forced to cry out, ‘ This is the finger of God,’ Ex. vii. 16—19. When 
little creatures, yea, the least creatures, are armed with power from 
God, they press and sink down the greatest, proudest, and stoutest ty- 
rants* that breathe : so when God casts a sword into the hand of a little 
sin, and arms it against the soul, it will faint and fall under it.t 

Mr. Perkins mentions a good, but very poor man, who being ready 
to starve, stole a lamb, and being about to eat it with his poor children, 
and (as his manner was before meat) to crave a blessing, durst not do 
it, but fell into great perplexity of conscience, acknowledged his fault 
to the owner, promising payment if ever he should be able. 

Rem. 7. Solemnly consider, that there is more evil in the least sin, 
than in the greatest affliction ; and this appears as clear as the sun, by 
the severe dealing of God the Father with his beloved Son, who let all 
the vials of his fiercest wrath upon him, and that for the least sin, as 
well as for the greatest. 

‘The wages of sin is death:’ of sin indefinitely, whether great or 
small.t Oh! how should this make us tremble, as much at the least 
spark of lust, as at hell itself? Considering that God the Father would 
not spare his bosom Son, no, not for the least sin, but would make him 
drink the dregs of his wrath. 

(To be Continued. ) 





*The tyrant Maximinus, who had set forth his proclamation engraven in brass, for the 
utter abolishing of Christ and his religion, was eaten of lice. 

tOne drop of an evil conscience swallows up the whole sea of worldly joy. 

t Death is the hire of the least sin ; the best wages that the least sin gives his soldiers, 1s 
death of all sorts. In a strict sense, there is no little sin, because no little God to sin 
against. 











Letter to Aged Christians. 


Art. VIII. Letter to Aged Christians. 


[From the Watchman of the South. ] 





Dear Brethren—Can we do any thing to render our death—which 
ot be far off—both safe and comfortable; No doubt, by God's as- 
sistance, we can do much to accomplish these desirable ends, if we will 
+ about the work in good earnest. I know that there is a feeling of 
ndency habitui illy existing in the minds of same aged persons of 
rious dis position, which leads them to conc lude, that if they are not 
Ww pre} pare .d to die, they never will be. And from all the acquaintance 
hI hi ive had with profe ssors of religion, | am constrained to think 
that, as their near approac h to the grave does not increase their impres- 
sions of the importance of eternal realities, so old age has no tendency 
to reuder the evidences of their union with Christ more clear and satis+ 
factory. Youmay frequently inquire of adozen such professors in suc- 
sion, whether they have obtained a comfortable assurance of the 
\dness of their spiritual condition, and the probability is, that four out 
five, if not nine out of tien, will answer in the negative, and will ex- 
ess serions doubts whether they were ever the subjects of regenera- 
ting grace. It was not, I believe, always so with those who cordially 
‘eived the doctrines of grace, and rested their souls upon them. ‘To 
say nothing about the joyful confidence and assured hope of the upostles 
ind primitive C hristians, the members of the first reformed Churches 
em to have derived from the pure doctrines of the Bible a high degree 
ir santies and joy. The same was the | fact among the pious Puritans of 
and New-England; and the Presbyterians of Scotland, in the best 
purest days of the Scottish church. The question has often occured 


Y 
} 
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a) 


‘) { 
and 
why does the belief of these doctrines afford less comfort now, than in 
former times: It is not my purpose, at present, to attempt to aceount 
for this fact. I adduce it merely to show, that most profe ssors among 
us, are not actually prepared for death. Even if their state should be 
one of safety, they cannot view their approac hing end with confidence 

ind comfort. And whilst their evidences of genuine piety are so dubi- 
jus, they of course cannot know that they are in a safe condition. It is, 
then, of the utmost importance that all professors of the above descrip- 
ion, and especially the aged, should be importuni ately urged “to give 
diligence to make their calling and election sure.” lam aware that 
wr hristians, who enjoy very comfortable evidences of being the 
adopted children of God, are not willing to profess that they have ar- 
rived at full assurance. ‘They suppose that they who have attained to 
this high privilege, are ina state of uninter rupted joy. and that no shadow 

doubt ever passes over the minds. The truth is, they do possess a 
olid assurance, although their frames of mind are not alw ays equally 
Cl comfortable, and although the evidence is not so great that it cannot be 
ncreased. I recollect, ‘when very young, to have heard a judicious 
minister conversing with an eminently pious old lady, who had belonged 
to the church under the care of the Rev. Samuel Davies, in the county 
of Hanover. In answer to some inquiry respecting the comfort which 
she enjoyed in the service of her Divine Master, she said, after expres- 
sing lively feelings of faith, penitence and gratitude, “but, my dear friend 
I have never yet attained to the faith of assurance ; all Icans say is, that 
Ihave the faith of reliance.” “ Well,” said the minister," if vou know 
that you have the faith of reliance, that is assurance.” The degrees of 
evidence possessed bv different Christians, are various, from the feeblest 
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hope up to strong confidence, and the clearness of the evidence to 4), 
same person varies exceedingly ; but in general, there seem to be jn oy. 
church a sad faliing below par in respect to this matter. It has, hoy 
ever, often been correctly observed, that we are not to expect dying 
grace, befure the dying hour arrives. God gives strength as we need 
it; and when the believer is called to severe trials, or to difficult duties 
he commonly receives aid proportioned to the urgency of his wapt. 
and is surprised to find himself held up by a power not his own. Thy, 
we have often seen the sincere humble Christian, who, during life, Was 
subject to bondage through fear of death, triumphing in the dying hour 
This expectation of special aid ought to be encouraged. It is, indeed. » 
part of that preparation which we should make ; and if we confident) 
rely on the great Shepherd to meet us, and comfort us. while walking 
through the valley and shadow of death, he will not disappoint us. ° 
But, in dealing with professors troubled with doubts, we are too ap 
to proceed on the assumed principle, that notwithstanding their sad 
misgivings and fears, they are at bottom sincere Christians, and have 
the root of the matter in them: while in regard to many, this may be 
an entire mistake, and we are in danger of cherishing in them a fatal 
delusion. Here the skill and fidelity of the spiritual watchmen are put 
to the test; and while they should not deviate a hair’s-breadth from the 
rule of the Divine word, it is better that the pious Christian should suf. 
fer some unnecessary pain, than that the false professor should be bol- 
stered up with delusive hopes. I must say, therefore, that the true 
reason why many professors have no comfortable evidence of their re- 
ligion, is because they have none. They have never experienced the 
new birth; and being still dead in tresspasses and sins, it is no wonder 
that they cannot find in themselves what does not exist. I abhor a ceu- 
sorious spirit, which, upon slight grounds, judges this and that professor 
to be graceless ; but all my experience and observation lead me to 
believe that, in our day as well as in former times, the “foolish virgins” 
constitute a full moiety of the visible church. What I would urge. 
therefore, on you, my aged friends, and on myself, is a more serious, 
impartial, and thorough examination into the foundation of our hope oi 
heaven, than perhaps we haveever yet made. Let us go back to the 
commencement of our religious course, and see whether, in our present 
more mature judgement, we can conclude that we were then the sub- 
jects of a saving change, I do not ask you whether you had an increase 
of serious feelings, whether your sympathies were strongly excited 
and experienced some change from a state of terror and distress to com- 
fort; for all these things may be experienced, and have been experienc- 
ed by unregenerate persons. Letus carefully inquire whether the 
habitual tenor of our lives has been such as to satisfy us that a new 
nature was received. If we have fallen into sin, have we deeply and 
sincerely repented of it ? Have we wept bitterly for our sin, like Peter, 
or have we mourned in deep sorrow, like David! Not such repenta ce 
as some experience, who after all their convictions and confessions, re- 
turn again to the same course of iniquity. But, after all examination 
of past experience, the main point is, what is the present, habitual state 
of our hearts? Do we now love God as his character is exhibited in 
his word? Do we hunger and thirst after holiness, or a complete con- 
formity to the law of God! Would we be willing that law should be 
relaxed in its demands to afford us some indulgence? Do we seek ou! 
chief happiness in the favor of God, and in communion with him in his 
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ord and ordinances Is his glory uppermost in our desire, and do we 
prehed wish and dete ermine todo all that we can to promote the 
dom of the Redeemer Do we sincerely love the people of God, 
fer ry sect and name, oe ause they bear his image, and are the re- 
med children of God! Again: what is the ground on which we 
et the pardon of sin and the favor of God! Is it because 
we are better than many others’ Is it because we have had 
what we esteem great experience ' Js it on account of our moral 
anor, or charitable benefactions? Dare we trust in any 


measure 


., our own goodness and righteousness? Do we build on any of these, 
r similar grounds, then are we ona sandy foundation, and all our 
wering hopes must fall. But methinks, I hear the humble penitent 


aving, “all these things | count loss for Christ—I feel that I deserve 

‘die—I never was more c onvinced of any thing, than that it would have 
+ perfectly just for God to send me to hell. And now all my trust 
ad all my hope, if | know mine own heart, is in the Lorp Jesus Curisrt, 

in his perfect righteousness and intercession ; and all my confidence 

f being able to serve God hereafter, or to persevere fora single di Ly, 
< in the grace of the Holy Spirit.” The whole evidence of c hristian 
aie mav be reduced to two particulars—entire trust in Christ for 
sification, and a sincere and universal love of holiness, with a de- 
ndence on the Holy Spirit for its existence, continuance and increase. 

If my friend, you have these evidences now, you need not perplex your- 

f with a multitude of scrup jes. You may dismiss your doubts. 
God's word will never deceive any who rely upon his guidance. You 

iy not know the day, nor even the year, when spiritual life commen- 

lin your soul ; and yet if you now feel its warm pulsations—if you 
ithe its genuine aspirations—if your heart’s treasures are in heaven. 
nd if the cause of God is dearer to you than any other interests—if 

s people are dearer to you than any ‘other people—if your most con- 
stant and supreme desire, is to glorify God your Redeemer, whether by 
ving or dying—then may you welcome death. He is no king of tere 

rsto you. You may say, “Come Lord Jesus, come qu ickly.”” 

Perhaps some of youare afraid of the pangs of death. You have 
eard of the convulsive struggle—the dying groans—the difficult brea- 
ws fpr the ghastly countenance. Well, it must be confessed, the 
scene is ap palling ; but it is soon over, forever. I am of opinion, howe- 

that often there is the appearance of dreadful suffering where the 
tient is unconscious of any very acute pain; and very frequently the 
Tee si of the immortal spirit is, at the last, like falli ng into a gentle 
= And not unfrequently, while the body is, racked with pain, or 
hat would produce pain in other circumstances, the soul is so suppor- 
ted and comforted by the sweet peace of God poured into it, that the 
disorders and cunvulsions of the body are scarcely thought of. And 
nany justances, God takes his people away by a sudden stroke j—They 
know nothing about it, until they awake in heaven. O, what a transi- 

n! Or, if it be necessary to let in ihe light of glory gradually. God, 
who knows our constitution, will order all things well. But 1 would 
idvise you to meditate much on death. Collect, and have in memory, 
number of precious premises ror the occasion. Put up many prayers 
grace and strength for adying hour. Beg an interest in the inter- 
cessions of your Christian friends. Keep your minds calm, and yield not 
) perturbing cares. Be found-at your post, when the summons comes. 
with your loins girded and lights burning. Settle beforehand all your 
worldly affairs. A. ALEXANDER 
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Art. 1X. How to treat the Sick and Dying. 
[From the Watchman of the South. ] 


We are happy to be able to lay before our readers a letter from Buch 
“Luke a beloved physician” on the subject of faithfulness to the dying , 
The professiona: skill and moral worth of our correspondent have « 7 will t 
cured to him a large share of the confidence of a very intelligent ¢ . poud 
munity. mand t 
To tHe Rev, Wm. S. Piumer, and | 
Dear Friend—I was very much gratified in reading the extract j, oe 
your paper of the 26th Oct. on the subject of “ truth to the dving,” from J hav 
Dr. W hittridge’s address to the last graduating class, of the medical Co). geo 
lege of South ‘Carolina. a 

Being, as you know, a professor of religion when I commenced thy . 
practic of medicine, it was a matter of some importance to me to deter. _ 
mine whether religious conversation, and the visits of religious peo, 
with a view to suc ‘h conversation, had any injarions effect on any of the 
diseases of the human system. As I esteemed the soul of vastly more 
importance that the body, and the life of the soul in heaven, of greater 
value than the addition of a few years to this transient state, | of course 
thought it important that the sick and the dying should know their true 
situation, and consequently have, as God has enabled me in some degree 
at least, dealt faithtully with my fellow men in this important part 
lar, and it gives me great pleasure to be able, now, after several yea 
practic e, and I will say close observation all the time, to say that never 
in one single case, have I had any reason to belicve that fi iithful re sligious 
conversation has had any evil effect on the disease of the sick, either ir 
exciting and increasing advancing symptoms, or in retarding recovery 
On the contrary | can easily recall many cases in which such conver 
sation seemed to have acalming, soothing influence, and in fact, to prove 
a balm, a medicine in itself more efficacious than medical prescriptions 
and always their best auxiliary. 

Physicians will find themselves often placed by the bed of the dying 
and will then feel their utter insufficiency to arrest or even retard th 
steps of the Destroyer. How often are they compelled to stand as 
mute spectators of the work of death! Then, in that hour, when the any 
ious, inquiring, piercing gaze, the laboaring chest, the restless limbs ‘ 
agitated frame all indicate the approach of the last mortal struggle ! R 
Oh, sir! in that hour, when as regards the body the “help of man is 
vain,” in that hour when the world and all its coucerns are receding, (" 
when through the opening vista some glimpses of awful eternity are seen " 
awful to saint and sinner, how important in that hour, to be able to point hy 
the anxious soul to the great physician, to assure him that there's 4 { 
balm in Gilead, that there i is a cure for dise: ises of the soul, certain, sove- . 
reign and efficacions i in every case, when the patient is only willing ‘ a. 
be cured. Does not every man in his senses know thathe must di ie! b 
Is it a matter of small moment, what shall be his situation beyond 1 
grave? Can any rational soul, with eteruity in view, be indifferent roth : 
subject? And what shall we say of the morality or feeling of that mau ' 
who will deceive the dying, who will hold out hopes which he knows to 
be fallacious, who will cheat the poor mortal out of the last precious 
moment of life, and who knows, but cheat him out of his soul; and yet , 
this is done every day, and advocated too by men of high pretensions , 
to moral rectitude and feeling. How would you like, Sir, to be upbral- 
ded for your unfaithfulness to his soul, by a poor mortal, struggling In 
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aws of death; yet, such acase have I known to occur. May it 
| to your lot asa minister, or mine as a physician, to encounter 





braidings. ;  f 
When aman is very sic k, is i not natural, is it not certain, that he 
| of death and futurity? Let him only believe his case to be 


|. and in ninety-nine cases in a hundred, the subject of re ligion, 

i she conversation and visits of re ligious persons willbe acce ptable 

i leasing ; and I speak this of cases where the individuals are known 
nave lived an irreligious and thoughtless life. Indvcd in many cases 
have known such persons reflect on their religious fricuds, for being 
ackward in introducing the subject of religion, and urging its neces- 

‘ [am far from encouraging a death-bed repentance ; but if men 
4 so mad as to put off repentance to that hour, letus at Jeast clear 


sh rts of their blood, let us point the dying sinner to “the Lamb of 
o d that taketh away the sin of the world.” 

he Scriptures mention but one sinner pardoned and saved in the 
hour of death, the thief on the Cross. There is record made of this one 
that none should despair—and but of one, that none should pre- 


Finally, 1 would say that in several hundred cases in which 1 have 
juced the subject of re mgr to the impenitent, when sick or dying, 

| manele a few cases in which the subject was treated with 
ference and only met ars three cases in which I was repulsed, 
two of these were infidels. If any Christian physician will be en- 
raged to greater faithfulness in discharge of duty, I shail have gained 

f my ends in writing these few remarks. The other end | have 
gained in adding my testimony to thatof Dr. Whittridge that faithful 
gious discourse with the sick or dying, can in no degree have an 
injurious elect on their complaints, but in most cases the contrary. 


LukKE. 


Arr. X. Swiss Mission to Canada. 


We learn from the N. Y. Observer that about two years since a Mr. 
\oussy, missionary and.a Madame Feller, teacher, from Switzerland, 
mmenced laboring among the French Roman Catholics in lower 
Canada, with a view of evangelizing them. The following extracts 
1a letter written by Madame Feller will show how the mission has 
en affected by the late insurrectionary movements in that Province. 
The “dear Canadians” of whom the letter speaks, are some twenty or 
more who have renounced Popery in consequence of the instruction 
+h has been imparted by the Mission. The part of the letter given 

iow is dated from C hamplain, in this State. 

Nov. 25.—It always happens that the enemy is enraged against us in 
Proportion as God blesses us. Whenever there were new conversions, 
particularly at the time of baptisms, we have been exposed to all sorts 
f vexations and wickedness. At first our gardens were plundered, 
aod a band of men full of malice found means to crop the tails and 
nanes of all the horses of such as had left Popery, and so they could 
g9 to any place without being immediately recognized and exposed 
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ew 
to ridicule and insult. All the Canadians who follow Christ, have ws for | 
fered persecution. One night, after school, we were attending our wo. tt 
ship as usual; and all at once, during prayer, three Windows were |... Bro 
ken open. By the goodness of God, no one was hurt, though we y... qua 
quite numerous, and several were seated by the windows, A «i... ope 
wood had evidently been aimed at me. It seemed unavoidable tha s 
would hit me in the head, and we could not explain how I wag prow, leat 
ved; but is not the good Shepherd, who takes care of the sheep, calle hou 
also our buckler and our defence ? ie ed 
For a long time our Canadians told us their fears of war; that th ing 
foresaw the party called patriots, excited by Mr. Papineau and his »; - 
merous agents, would threaten to make a revolution, to withdraw from oe 
the English government, and declare themselves independent |ike th. ws 
Americans. We never paid heed to these words. The poor Canadians wa 
seemed to us so little ripe for undertaking a revolution, that we eq): ate 
not but smile. They were generally men without courage, poliroogs on 
so like children, so ignorant, that the majority of the patriots do po ~ 
know of what they complain. This plan of a republic seems to me ‘ 
foolish dream. Before the Canadians can govern themselves, they most “a 
go toschool. But we have seen that if the Canadians are incapable f 
making war courageously and honorably, they are capable of actip, ~ 
like robbers. Our Grand Ligne is one of the places abounding with ev! ee 
It has been one : 
the centres of the revolt. The patriots began by demanding of the “* 
militia officers, magistrates, judges &c. that they should resign their th 
commissions which they had received from the King, promising them a 
that Mr. Papineau would place them in office again. J 
Nov. 27.—Their expeditions always take place in the night. They . 
go in bodies of a hundred, two hundred, three hundred and sometimes br 
more, against a single individual. ‘They are all masked, and armed b. 
with all sorts of instruments to make a great noise. They begin by 2 
uttering infernal cries, imprecations, &c. Those who do not immed: a 
ately go out, have their houses attacked with stones, and _threateved : 
with being burned. (They carry lighted brands with them.) Some . 
houses have been thrown down and every thing broken and pillaged 5 
Almost all the inhabitants of Grand Ligne being patriots, they became t 
so impudent that there were no bounds to their disorders. They a " 
knowledged no power, and every one did what was right in his ows f 
eyes. In these circumstances, friends came and warned us that we ‘ 
were in danger, and that we ought to remove for some time, and this a ( 
quickly as possible. We could hardly persuade ourselves to seek our own ¢ 
safety and leave our dear Canadians in peril. We prayed to the Lord 
to show us our way. I was sure that he had placed us there, and J did 
not wish to stir, except by his permission and at his command; aad te ; 
did not leave us long in doubt. On Saturday, Oct. 28, a good Eng!'s 


friend came on horse-back, to warn us of the danger we ran. On Sut 
day, we assemhled, as usual, three times. Our Canadians were in grea! 
distress. ‘They understood that we must go; but they were distressed 
at the bare thought of remaining without us in the midst of such 
tress. 

Like the preceeding night, that of Sunday was terrible. The Bando! 
rebels became stronger and more threatening, and committed gre! 
scandals. ‘The days were stil! tolerable, but every night returned wil! 
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»orors. Monday, brother Roussy went to Champlain, to inquire 


W - m > > 2 
zs not only for ourselves, but for all the families friendly to 
.. anspel, in case that God should point out the way for us there. 
Br ‘yer Roussy had not been gone an hour, when | heard from every 


ter that the patriots had laid a plot tokill him. They spoke of it 
aniy, and showed a real rage against him. I passed a sad d: iy, know- 
vat it Was our duty to go; but to leave my Canadians was to 
eave my iife ° | was warned that the patriots intended to come to my 
nee that night, and that they would commit great slaughter. I bless- 
‘od that brother Roussy was absent. I passed my evening in read- 
and in prayer with some of my dear Canadians, strengthening my- 


fin my God, and looking to him for direction; for I knew not what 


How true itis, that we must look to Jesus if we would not 
«e courage! 1 experienced it this night; for when the infernal band 
rived before my door, I felt no fear. The brave brother’ L’Eveque 


wept out of his house to ask them what they wished ; and amidst their 


e they ordered imperiously that L’Eveque should immediately re- 


move the scandal of this new religion, which he had suffered in his 


se, andsaid they would oblige us to quit the country.. L’Eveque 
ed them who had given them the power to act thus. They replied 
t the y took it, and that they would show us soon that the »y were 
asters. 1 was obliged to go out of the house to speak to them from 
ani I was able to do it without agitation, and without being 


molested. They summoned me then to go, as well as brother Roussy : 
adding, that if we did not do it quickly, they would return and 


ompel us; that they would not bear us any longer; that we 


had come to trouble the country by bringing a new religion; 


at they would tolerate no men but such as professed the 
sood religion and were good patriots like themselves. ‘Then they ut- 
tered many oaths and curses, and left me, to go and attack the houses 
f all the members of our little church. They announced their approach 
by shouts and stones thrown against the windows, and ordered all who 
| quit Popery to abandon their new religion, and return to the mass; 
nd said that if they would not do it, they should quit the couutry with 
us, or they would be wholly burned up. 
Thus the way was plain for us; forwe all preferred to abandon 
every thing, rather than renounce our faith. We accordingly made 
preparations to depart, trusting to God to provide an asy!um for 
the poor persecuted church. Br. Roussy returned in the afternoon of 
Tuesday. A musket was fired athim froma house, but the Lord did 
not allow him to be hurt. He reported that there wasa_ prospect we 
could all take refuge in Champlain ; and on Wednesday, Nov. 1, we left 
Vanada, to the number of 51 persons; leaving 13 behind, who had not 
completed their arrangements, but would follow us soon. O my dear 
H. if you could have seen this train, and their poverty, your heart would 
have been broken. In one waggon were 10 children ‘and 2 mothers, and 
e poor children were so badly clothed, that they suffered much from 
the vedi ! could hardly restrain my tears when seeing them ; and yet I 
- iced, that while so voung they could suffer already for the name of 
Jesus. Having arrived at C hampl: iin, Br Roussy and myself were re- 
ceived into a Christian family with cordial hospitality, which we have 
enjoyed foreight days. We find much difficulty in procuring lodgings 
for our C anadians and ourselves. We are ourselves in the village, | and 
ur friends in the vicinity. 


In the midst of our affliction ; we bless God that we are removed 
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far from the noise of war. Itis easy to see his hand in this we 
affair. If these wretches had not driven us away, we and perhaps 
families would have tried to remain. We should not probobly. | 
ventured to go, and our brethren would have been dragged away ¢,, 
cibly by these noctural banditti; and afterwards into battles jp ‘,,... 
day. 

We have learned that the revolutionists held a council, to know whe, 
they would do with us. It was proposed to pull down our house ods 
destroy every thing; but some ofthem, to whom we had often spok.. 
of the gospel, and who, though they would not receive it for themselyr. 
were yet convinced that itis a good thing, and who esteem and regyy,, 
us, strenuously contended that they should do us no harm, as we 1 1d 
done nothing but good; and they proposed that we should barely Jeays 
the place.* God permitted this opinion to prevail, and we now epjoy 
peace. 











Art. XI. Miscellany. 


A ConvERSATION ON ConsciENcE.—A few friends accidentally meet. 
ing one day, were led in conversation to conclude that some men had ny 
consciences. ‘* There is neighbor T.” said one of them, “who has bor- 
rowed from me no less than three umbrellas, and he seems to make» 
conscience of bringing them back.” “Ah,” said a student, “I have had 
several such neighbors, until my library almost consists of odd volumes, 
“The case is bad enough,” said a mechanic, “but not so bad as mine, 
for I have been working for the rich Mr. F., for the last twelve months, 
and he has so little conscience, that he always puts me off, when I ask 
for payment.” “ Well, well,” said a physician, “I have always found 
that men had Jess conscience, in paying the doctor’s bill, than any thing 
else.” ‘ Excus2 me sir,”’ says a country clergyman, “if I doubt your 
conclusion. I labor hard, and live poor, and although I am always des- 
canting on the pleasures of a good conscience, that is, a conscience 
which accuses us of no neglect of duty, yet 1 seldom find my parish- 
loners with conscience enough to remember the poor parson’s quarter 
day.” While this conversation was going on, the publisher of a news- 
paper stept up and remarked, “Gentlemen, none of you have as much 
cause to complain as | have. I go to the expense of buying presses, 
types, and paper; I hire workmen who must be paid by the week; | 
send out a weekly sheet of religious news and yet some of my subscri- 
bers have never made it a matter uf conscience to pay me a cent for the 
last three years. And when I send them a bill, they threaten to cease 
their patronage if 1 dun them.” At this, most of those present agreed 
that it was very true that many had very little conscience in paying for 
anewspaper. Perhaps they felt guilty themselves.— Presbyterian. 





WE bo NoT pray ENOUGH.—Felix Neff once made the following 
comparison :‘ When a pump is frequently used, but little pains are ne- 
cessary to have water; the water pours out at the first stroke because 
itishigh. But if the pump has not been used for along time the water 
gets low, and when you want it, you must pump a long while, and the 
water comes only after great efforts. It is so with prayer. If we are 
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tant in prayer, every little circumstance awakens the disposition to 
a ay id desires and words are always ready. But if we neglect 


Tay, 


it is difficult for us to pray, for the water in the well gets low. 
—Ch, Watchman. 


Cyarity.—One says, “ I will give to-morrow.” to excuse himself from 
«ng today. Alas! do you know whether you shall be alive to mor- 
ane A this | lace? Another says, “I am poor ; I have need enough of 
ai] my means.” Yes, you are poor, you are destitute ; butitis of love 
‘bopignity, of faith and of mercy. A third says, “ whom do I wrong? 
» only my own.” I ask you, from whom did y:u_ receive those 
es? and whence did you bring them? Did you not come naked 
fom vour mother’s womb; and shall you not return naked to the dust? 
Whence did this wealth come ’—from chance? Whatis this but Athe- 
‘sm! If you confess that you received it from God, why did it fall to 
vour lot rather thanto another’s? God is not unrighteous in the une- 
qual division of property among men. Why are you rich? and why is 
this man poor? Itisthat youmay receive the reward of dispensing 
your goods faithfully, and that the poor may receive the recompense of 
his patience. When, therefore, you appropriate to yourself that wealth 
which belongs to many, and of which you are the steward, you area 
robber. —St. Basil. 


ART. XII. Obituary of John Ashton of Cumbridze. 


John Ashton, well known for many years, especially in the eastern 
section of our church, is no more to be numbered with the living. He 
died at his dwelling on the 8th Dec., 1837, in the 75th year of his age. 
There are perhaps few of his acquaintances whose continuance in the 
church is of the same value, or whose removal should excite the same 
interest. Mr. Ashtun was born in Ireland, and emigrated to this coun- 
try with his father, at an early age: He was first awakened to a sense 

“his lost condition by nature, when about seventeen years old, by 
means of a sermon by a travelling preacher, stated ordinances being 
then very scarce in this part of the country. When the division took 
place in what was called the old congregation of Cambridge, at the 
commencement of the Associate Reformed, his father adhered to the 
new formation, and he, shortly after, joined the Associate church under 
Mr. Beveridge. In this he gave proof of being moved entirely by the 
love of truth, as it was much against his temporal interests. He con- 
tinued for more than fifty years, an eminent and exemplary member of 
that congregation, and for more than forty of these years a standard 
member of Session. All who knew him, can attest to his uprightness, 
as excelled perhaps by none, either in the things of God, or the things 
of men; but this excellent trait in his character, was the occasion of 
immense trouble to him, from those with whom he had to do in his offi- 
cial capacity ; being himself without guile and deceit, he was grieved 
to discover it in others, and when the application of discipline increased, 
instead of curing the evil, it exceedingly aggravated his sorrow. He was 
a man of a truly public spirit, and tender sensibility: to his latest day he 
took the most lively interest in the affairs of the whole church; and the 
troubles by which she has for some years been afflicted, sunk deep into 
his soul. Indeed the state of matters in Cambridge congregation par- 
ticularly, wore upon him so, as evidently hastened his departure. He 











384 Obituary of John Ashton of Cambridge. 


was one of those who had seen it, in its first glory, and who often Wen 
to see it as it now is,—He is the last of those godly men of that ri 
whose gray hairs have been brought down with sorrow to the grave, He 
as well as the others who were removed before him, earnestly longed : 
see peace restored to the church before their eyes were closed uti 
was pot granted tothem. As some others of them had done, he di 
has left in writing his narrative of these troubles, for a testimony, as he 
expressly said. ' 

Mr. Ashton was so wearied with vexations, in his endeavors to main. 
tain order, that about two years before his death, he came to the Con. 
clusion that he could no longer act as a member of Cambridge Session 
nor attend with any comfort there as a hearer; and therefore proposed 
petitioning Presbytery to be set off to another congregation, (knowin 
that such a favour would not be granted by Session ;) but a friend gyp. 
gested that he might in that way be delayed and baffled from time tp 
time, so that his few remaining days would still be consumed in vexing 
trials; and recommended to him to continue the punctual payment of 
his salary where he was connected, and he would probably not be called 
in question where he attended,— he did so, and continued unmolested to 
attend in Salem, which was nearest to him, as long as he was able to go 
any where. He had always a high relish for the company of bis breth. 
ren in the church, and conversation on what pertained to the interests 
of religion ; and though for these two years he was personally relieved 
from the heat of trouble, it was often the painful subject of his reflec. 
tions and conversation. Toa friend, some time before his death, he 
said, ‘1 have peace in my mind in view of eternity, as I believe I have 
peace with God, and it will be well for them (meaning those who had 
caused him much grief) if they are able to say so, when they come 
where I now am.” After he was confined to his house, his desire for 
religious company and conversation increased, but his enjoyment of it 
with those who claimed the spiritual oversight of him was very rare; 
he was not however deserted, he had at an early period of his christian 
life, attained to assurance of his personal interest in Christ, which con- 
tinued, though not with equal clearness at all times, through life; and 
now in his last days, settled down in an uninterrupted serenity. To- 
wards the latter part of last summer he was taken with a kind of fits, 
that had some resemblance to apoplexy, and was thought to be chiefly 
occasioned by trouble of mind; he obtained temporary relief by bleed- 
ing, but the fits returned with more frequency and severity till the morn 
ing of the day above named, when he was taken about 4 o'clock and 
continued insensible till about 1 o’clock in the afternoon, and then fell 
asleep—thus carried over the Jordan of death apparently without ex- 
periencing either pain or fear. He was very affectionate in his family ; 
disinterested in his friendship, liberal to every good cause, according to 
his means ; steadfast in his christian profession ;—neither was his reli- 
gion wholly of the controversial kind; he had with him a rare savour of 
vital experimental godliness ; he delighted in spiritual exercises; was of 
great ability and fervour in prayer; and was favored with very obser- 
vable, gracious answers of prayer; he had a good judgment, an ardent 
mind, and for candor and honesty he had no superior. 

Our only consolation for his loss is that he, who gave and took away 
such a servant, has still the residue of the spirit to qualify others. Z. 
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